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13th CEPGL Summit Opens in Bujumbura 10 Mar 


Mobutu Brings RPF Delegation 


£.41003141491 Bujumbura Domestic Service 
in French 1800 GMT ¥Y Mar 91 


[Text] The work of the [3th ordinary summit of the 
Economic Community of the Countries of the Great 
Lakes [CEPGL] heads of state opens in Bujumbura 
tomorrow. The Zairian head of state. Marshal Mobutu 
Sese Seko, and his wife, arrived in our capital at 1720. 
On arrival at Bujumbura international airport, Marshal 
Mobutu gave an interview to our colleagues Stanislas 
Ndayishimiye and Karikera Gaspard. First, he talks 
about the message he ts bringing to Burund: and about 
multipartyism. 


{ Begin recording] [Mobutu] On the first question, I think 
that if everything goes well, through my presence. | can 
contribute to the success of our summit. Then, on the 
process in progress concerning multipartyism, things are 
all right. Are you following what is happening in Zaire? 
(7 think that it 1s all right). 


{Ndayishimiye] Mr. President Marshal. what about the 
constitutional conference in Zaire that you have just 
appointed” 


|Mobutu] It will take place in the very near future, but 
first. there is a need for a government to organize [word 
indistinct]. 


[Ndayishimiye] Citizen President, the Dar es Salaam 
regional summit of 19 February conferred on you the 
mandate to take appropriate measures to reach an agree- 
ment pertaining to a cease-fire between the Rwandan 
Government and the armed opposition, with the assis- 
tance of the OAU General Secretariat. How tar are you 
in your mission”? 


{[Mobutu] If you check well the personalities who make 
up my delegation, you will find that there is a five- 
member delegation from the [Rwandan] Patriotic Front 
[RPF] with us. We started in Kinshasa then yesterday in 
Mbuyji-Mayi. and also this morning. We have already 
come far. [end recording} 


Burundi’s Buyoya Opens Summit 


E.A1003205891 Bujumbura Domestic Service 
in French O840 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[Burundian President Pierre Buyoya’s speech to open the 
13th summit of the Economic Community of the Great 
Lakes Countries, CEPGL, in Bujumbura—live] 


[Excerpts] Dear brother citizen president of Zaire, 
brother president of Rwanda, wives of the presidents 
members of the National Unity and Progress Party 
Central Commitice, ministers, members of the diplo- 
matic and consular corps, honorable delegates: | have the 
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privilege of addressing you as president of the | 3th 
session of the CEPGL conference. [passage omitted] 


During 1990, the CEPGL member countries had to 
implement decisions and recommendations related to 
several cooperation sectors, but over and above the 
scheduled activities there are always permanent commit- 
ments which invariably remain with us. This is the case 
with security commitments. In this priorty sectur, the 
tragic events in Rwanda constituted a test for the 
CEPGL. It made us test the commitments made by each 
of us in the community. We also managed to prepare a 
framework for peacefully solving the crisis in Rwanda. 
The difficult situation in Rwanda ts a challenge to the 
CEPGL. which mobilized itself to responsibly resolve a 
problem concerning security of one of its members. 
Called upon to do this soon after the conflict began. we 
Started intensive consultations through intermediaries. 


Three of us met at Ghadolite. then four of us at Gbad- 
Olite, [words indistinct] and in Goma on Zainan soil. 
Almost everywhere, Rwanda’s friends took other initia- 
tives, but naturally it was our doyen, President Mobutu, 
who helped the parties reach a cease-fire and establish 
political dialogue through the Gbadolite and Dar es 
Salaam summits. On the other hand, | am pleased to 
emphasize that throughout the Rwandan crisis, the 
CEPGL. profoundly sensitive and active, has been car- 
rying Out its mission cohesively and with respect for the 
agreements signed by each party. 


This shows how the role of the CEPGL, which 1s mature 
enough to solve its own security problems, will be a 
determining factor in searching for a political solution to 
the conflict. The will, availability, and extensive political 
experience of Marshal Mobutu guarantee that the medi- 
ator will carry out the delicate missions conferred on him 
successfully. | would like to assure my counterparts and 
friends here that they may always count on my country 
to contribute to the return of a lasting peace to Rwanda. 
which is a precondition for the stability and develop- 
ment of the subregion. [passage omitted] 


Rwanda’s Habyarimana Summit Address 


£.A11003213091 Bujumbura Domestic Service 
im French 1143 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[Rwandan President Juvenal Habyarimana’s closing 
speech at the end of the 13th summit of the Economic 
Community of Great Lakes Countries, CEPGL, held in 
Buyjumbura—live] 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] Among the achievements to 
be strengthened, our priority is the security and stability 
of our subregion, which 1s a prerequisite and an essential 
element if our respective people are to enjoy peace and 
tranquillity, which are indispensable for pursuing activ- 
ities to promote a worthwhile well-being. Tranquillity 
and peace. which for a long time have been [words 
indistinct] of our subregion, were gravely shaken by the 
attacks on Rwanda since | October by the armed ele- 
ments from a third country. The brutal attack forced us 
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to try harder and make more sacrifices tO restore peace. 
It umposed upon our population [words indistinct}, and 
it brought to my country death, blood, fire. and destruc- 
tion through arms. The armed attack came when polit- 
ical Openness and strengthening the political system in 
my country were proceeding irreversibly; when the 
economy was about to recover thanks to an agreement 
signed in September with the financial institutions in 
Washington, which we hoped would have a real eco- 
nomic impact within our community: and when a solu- 
tion to the Rwandan refugee problem in Uganda was 
near. 


An unfortunate coincidence, informed observers would 
say: It was precisely when all the solutions were in view 
that the adversary decided to attack because imple- 
menting the solutions would not have (?pleased) them. 
In reality, they publicly declared that they were neither 
interested in solving the refugee problem nor in the 
democratic process under way. The fact that the 
Rwandan people were reliably able to count on the 
support and sympathy extended to them by citizen 
Mobutu Sese Seko and President Buyoya was extraordi- 
nary and significant for the real solidarity which was 
formed within our community. Rwanda. the entire 
Rwandan people, and | myself (?thank them) for taking 
the necessary measures to guarantee security. [passage 
omitted] 


Please allow me briefly to recall the action Rwanda must 
take in conjunction with partner countries, in particular 
Burundi and Zaire, in the search tor a lasting solution to 
this unfortunate war. To solve the refugee problem— 
though the Rwandan Government has aiways said that 
this was Rwanda’s problem, convinced thai nobody 
should remain a refugee forever thus transferring the 
Stigma to his descendants—Rwanda reaffirmed that it 
had accepted, with all its implications, the voluntary 
repatriation of Rwandan refugees as a legitimate right 
and a factor of peace and reconciliation. 


It made a commitment, in a spirit of openness to all 
political trends, to remove any obstacles which would 
hinder the return of Rwandan reiugees to their country 
of origin and guarantee their full participation in the 
democratic political process. It made < commitment to 
take appropriate measures to facilitate the harmonious 
return of the refugees who so wished and their reintegra- 
tion in all sectors of national life with the help of the 
international community. 


Beyond its commitments, which have been reaffirmed 
several times, Rwanda has extended a general amnesty to 
all Rwandan refugees as appropriate under UN and 
OAU conventions. To show her goodwill, Rwanda even 
made a commitment—once the cease-fire is total and 
definitive and the aggressors have been totally disarmed, 
or in other words once peace has returned on a long-term 
basis—once those minimum conditions have been 
observed, Rwanda publicly promised to launch a [words 
indistinct] which it will then want to serve peace in our 
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country. Rwanda has already taken other imuitiatives 
intended to bring peace to the region, but | will not recall 
them here. 


As the future of the CEPGL is put in her hands for the 
year, Rwanda simply reassures her partners that she will 
do everything in her power to end the nonsensical war so 
the suffering may end, so young people recruited, 
drugged. and used as shields by the aggressors since the 
beginning of the war may no longer be sent to a sure 
death, so all destruction may cease, and so our region 
may again take the path of progress. Rwanda has always 
asked herself how the aggressors could hope to attract the 
sympathy of the Rwandan people and of the people of 
our community by killing their children and destroying 
their achievements, by pursuing annexationist motives 
which have nothing to do with developing Rwanda or 
our subregion, by refusing the democratic path, and by 
reyecting the proposed and regionally accepted solutions. 


That is why Rwanda takes this opportunity to call on 
them once again for peace, for a cease-fire, and for a 
democratic debate with Rwanda’s conviction that no 
problem can or should be solved through arms or vio- 
lence. That is the conviction that has always guided 
Rwanda, and it 1s the conviction that will continue to 
guide Rwanda in the future. [passage omitted] 


Final Communique Issued 


11103121491 Kigali Domestic Service 
in French 1188 GMT 10 Mar YI 


[Final Communique” issued at end of the | 3th ordi- 
nary summit of the Economic Community of the Coun- 
tries of the Great Lakes, CEPGL. in Bujumbura on 10 
March: read by outgoing CEPGL Executive Secretary 
Antoine Nduwayo] 


[Excerpts] At the invitation of the president of the 
National Unity and Progress Party [Uprona] Central 
Committee, His Excellency Pierre Buyoya, the president 
of the Republic of Burundi and current president of the 
CEPGL. the 13th ordinary session of the conference of 
CEPGL heads of state was heid in Bujumbura on 10 
March 1991. Their excellencies the president of the 
Republic of Rwanda and founder of the National Revo- 
lutionary Development Movement [MRND]. Major 
General Juvenal Habyarimana, and the president of the 
Republic of Zaire, Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko, took part 
in the session. 


At the conclusion of the work, the following decisions 
were taken: The conference set the community's budget 
for the period 1991 at 1,775,757 units of account [not 
further specified], of which 1,749,965 units of account 
are for the ordinary budget and 25,972 units of account 
are for the capital budget [figures as heard]. 


The conference adopted the schedule of activities and 
meetings for the 1991 period. The conference noted the 
expization of the term of the executive secretary and the 
deputy executive secretaries and, in conformity with 
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Article 21 of the agreement of 20 September 1976 on the 
creation of the CEPGL, appointed Burundian Mr. 
Matata Salvator as executive secretary, and Zairian 
(Mpunjidi Munongo) as deputy executive secretary. The 
Rwandan deputy executive secretary will be appointed 
shortly. The new team is called upon to start its work 
within a month from today. [passage omitted] 


The conference asked the ministers concerned with the 
convention on the free movement of people. goods, 
services, capital, and rights of establishment to meet in 
the near future in order to put forward measures that 
would allow for its quick ratification by those states that 
have not yet done so and thereby ensure its implemen- 
tation. The conference also called on the member states 
to ratify the agreements already signed and ensure their 
implementation. [passage omitted] 


The conference adopted the five-year plan of the CEPGL 
for the period 1991-95. The three heads of state reviewed 
the main current international problems. On this sub- 
ject, they expressed their deep concern about the 
increasing degradation of the economies of the devel- 
Oping countries caused mainly by the increasing deteri- 
Oration in the terms of trade. [passage omitted] 


Concerning the current situation in Rwanda, the confer- 
ence called upon the parties to the conflict to do every- 
thing possible to arrive at a peaceful solution. In this 
context, the conference renewed its support 10 Marshal 
Mobutu Sese Seko in his mediation in accordance with 
the recommendations reached at the summits organized 
on the Rwandan crisis in Mwanza, Gbadolite. Goma. 
and Dar es Salaam. [passage omitted] 


Following consultations, the heads of state appointed 
Major General Juvenal Habyarimana, the president of 
the Republic of Rwanda and founding president of the 
MRND, as president of the conference for 1991. They 
approved the appointment of Mr. Mushobekwa Kalimba 
Wa Katana, the minister of foreign affairs of the 
Republic of Zaire, as chairman of the CEPGL Council of 
Ministers for the same period. 


The president of the Republic of Rwanda and founder 
president of the MRND, Major General Juvenal Habya- 
rimana, and the president of the Republic of Zaire. 
Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko, expressed their sincere 
thanks to the president of the Uprona party Central 
Committee and president of the Republic of Burundi for 
the warm welcome extended to them and their respective 
delegations during their stay in the Republic of Burundi. 


INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 3 


SADCC, PTA Leaders Examine Intercooperation 


MB0903 131891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1253 GMT 9 Mar 9! 


[Text] Gaborone March 9 SAPA—Southern African 
Development Coordination Conference (SADCC) Exec- 
utive Secretary Dr Simba Makoni and the Secretary- 
General of the Preferential Trade Area (PTA) Dr Bingu 
Wa Mutharika, accompanied by senior officials from the 
two secretariats, met in Gaborone on Thursday and 
Friday. 


According to a communique issued on Friday, the 
meeting reviewed the status of cooperation between 
SADCC and PTA and regretted the impression there was 
conflict between the two organisations, particularh, with 
regard to their mandates, reports Botswana’s BOPA 
News Agency. 


The meeting reaffirmed the necessity for both organisa- 
tions to consult regularly with a view to harmonise, 
coordinate and rationalise their activities in order to 
maximise benefits to their member states and to avoid 
duplication and overlap. 


The mieeting agreed much scope existed for practical and 
productive cooperation between SADCC and PTA, the 
communique said. 


It agreed on a framework of procedures for cooperation 
in order to enhance programme and project develop- 
ment and implementation by the ‘wo organisations. 


Air Tanzania Elected President of AFRAA 


AB1I003222891 Paris AFP in English 2223 GMT 
10 Mar 91 


{Text} Lagos, March 10 (AFP)}—Air Tanzania has been 
elected president of the African Airlines Association 
(AFRAA), succeeding Nigeria Airways, official NEWS 
AGENCY OF NIGERIA (NAN) reported here Sunday. 
Air Zimbabwe and Air Maroc were also chosen as first 
and second vice presidents respectively in the election 
held in Abuja, Nigeria's future capital, during the just- 
ended AFRAA 23rd annual general assembly, NAN said. 
The chief executive of Air Tanzania and AFRAA Presi- 
dent, Emmanual Olekambaine, called for closer relations 
among AFRAA’s 36 members. About 80,000 people 
work for airlines in Africa, according to official statistics. 
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Cameroon 


*French Purchase Privatized Banana Firm 


91AFO7534A Yaounde CAMEROON TRIBUNE 
in English 14 Jan 91 p § 


[Article: “Compagnie Fruitiere Acquires OCB for CFA 
2,000 Million”) 


[Text] In the recent wave of privatisation measures taken 
by the government, some public enterprises and parast- 
atals are beirz sold to either private individuals or 
private corporate bodies, whereas others deemed vital to 
the State are being restructured and new orientations 
given them so as to ensure profit maximisation. 


Organisation Camerounaise de Banane, (OCB) is the 
latest enterprise that the government has sold to a 
French Company (Compagnie Fruitiere) at a sum of 
CFA [African Financial Community] 2.281.000 million 
[francs]. 


According to the terms of the sales, the French Company 
has accepted to keep 98 percent of the workers of the 
former OCB. By the same agreement, the Compagnie 
Fruitiere is going to invest CFA 3,000 million in banana 
production in the next three years. 


The price of banana in the world market is very encour- 
aging hence the interest of the French company [sentence 
as published]. 


*Reform Closes Cameroon Bank, Paribas, BCD 


91AFO753B Yaounde CAMEROON TRIBUNE 
in English 4 Jan 91 p 8 


[Article: “Banking: “The Effective Restructuring’ ] 


[Text] As the economic crisis landed in Cameroon with 
its official declaration by President Paul Biya in 1986, 
the firs* sector to have felt it was the tertiary sector with 
the banks as the highest hit. 


The banks ran out of cash and could not therefore meet 
up with their commitments. Capital flight further exac- 
erbated the situation. The only solution now left was 
contained in a package of measures announced in 1987 
to water down the burning flames of the cvisis. 


Within this context, banks were streamlined into two 
categories; those to be liquidated, and those to be 
restructured. Studies dragged on till 1990 when each case 
was given its appropriate treatment. 


From the sanction file, it turned out that Cameroon 
Bank, S.A. Paribas Bank, Bank Camerounaise de Deve- 
loppement (BCD) were to perish. 


While banks like BICIC [International Bank of Com- 
merce and Industry of Cameroon] and SGBC [General 
Banking Company of Cameroon] were clinically tested 
and branded safe, the defunct SCB [Cameroonian 
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Bnking Company] with a huge financial deficit estab- 
lished a marriage of convenience with the French bank 
Credit Lyonnais. 


BIAO [Interantional Bank for West Africa], one of the 
ban’ s that had played a vital role in the past, in financing 
the cocoa and coffee campaigns is still limping and 
hoping to get the muc’ ». Jed financial transfusion for 
HS survival. 


Chad 


President Deby's Visit to Ivory Coast Reviewed 
1B/903191091 Ndjamena Domestic Service 
in French 1900 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] Late this afternoon head of state Colonel Idriss 
Deby returned from the Ivory Coast where he was on a 
working and friendly visit. During his visit, Col. Idriss 
Deby held talks with his Ivorian counterpart and then 
met the Chadian community living in Abidjan. Here tsa 
report on his visit to the Ivory Coast: 


[Begin studio announcer recording} Colone! Idriss Deby 
had his first contact with his Ivorian counterpart, Pres- 
ident Houphouet-Boigny. It was a fruitful meeting that 
strengthened relations between Ndjamena and Abidjan. 


The head of state has been welcomed in Libreville, 
Lome, Ouagadougou, Paris, Tripoli, Lagos, and Abidjan 
in the two and a half months between his taking power 
on | December 1990 and his inaugural ceremony last 
Monday. His visits and contacts were to seek support 
and aid from countries willing to help Chad solve its 
30-year conflict situation. A solution to this situation 
will enable Chadians to get down to essential problems 
including reconstruction, national unity, and peace. 


Peace was the term used by the Ivorian daily FRATER- 
NITE MATIN for this seventh leg of the Chadian head 
of state's visit to friendly countries. Other Ivorian news- 
papers also wrote on the Chadian president's visit to 
Ivory Coast. 


As for the meetings with Ivorian authorities, the first one 
took place immediately upon Col. Deby’s arrival at the 
Port Bouet International Airport in Abidjan where he 
was weicomed by Prime Minister Alassane Dramane 
Quattara. The two men held long talks during a luncheon 
attended by both delegations. No statement was made to 
the press, but the heads of state discussed reactivating 
Chad-lvorian cooperation, cooperation that was very 
limited in the past. Today President Idriss Deby would 
like to widen and diversify this cooperation, and eco- 
nomic, cultural, and technical cooperation agreements 
will be signed as soon as possible. Also embassies will 
open in Abidjan and Ndjamena. 


Friday at 1130 President Houphouet-Boigny welcomed 
Idriss Deby at his private residence in Cocody. It was a 
very long face to face meeting. Then President Deby, 
before leaving Abidjan. expressed gratitude to President 
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Houphouet-Boigny. who was very happy to see members 
of the Chad Progressive Party-Africa Democratic Rally 
among the Chadian delegation 


An Ivorian Ministry of Foreign Affairs official declared 
that it was good that the new Chadian authorities are 
determined to establish a multiparty system in Chad 
The Chadian head of state reiterated this assurance to al! 
Chadians living in the countries he visited. He said that 
he was willing to meet Goukoun: OQueddei. He said that 
he wants peace with all Chadians and stressed the need 
lo set up new political orientations such as democracy 
and a multiparty system. These are the topics he dis- 
cussed with Chadian communities living abroad. [pas- 
Sage omitted] [end recording] 


Congo 


Further Reportage on National Conference 


‘Sovereignty’ Issue Viewed 


180903143891 Paris AFP in French 1611 GMI 
’ Mar ¥/ 


[Text] Brazzaville, 7 Mar (AFP}—Mr. Bernard Combo- 
Matsiona, the speaker of the Congolese parliament. 
Stated today in Brazzaville that Congo runs the risk of an 
msurrection following the questioning of cxisting 
national institutions by opposition parties represented at 
the national conference. In an interview with AFP on the 
nature of the sovereignty to be enjoyed by this confer- 
ence, defended by the Congolese opposition, Mr 
Combo-Matsiona pointed out that severe’ parties and 
associations “do not recognize the exrstence of national 
institutions in their statements.” 


Several opposition parties, supported by scientific asso- 
ciations, indeed questioned these institutions in ther 
addresses to the conference, asserting that these institu- 
tions “were in a crisis and had lost the confidence of the 
people.” Thus, the Congolese Movement for Democracy 
and Integral Development (MCDDI1). led by Mr. Ber- 
nard Kolelas, in its statement on the draft internal rules 
and regulations, was of the view that the national con- 
ference was “supraconstitutional” and that, in view of 
this, the public institutions had lost their legitimacy. For 
its part, the Union for Progress and National New Deal 
(UPRN), led by Mr. Albert Ganfina, stated that the crisis 
in Congo “was political and tha! the solutions should be 
political.” 


As for the Congolese Goyernment and the Congolese 
Labor Party (ruling PCT), they contest the notion of the 
conference's “sovereignty,” defended by the opposition. 
considering that this sovereignty should only be “admin- 
istrative” in character. Finally, the People’s National 
Army reaffirmed its neutrality before the political par- 
ties, but stressed that it “dissociated iiself from any 
partisan position.” in a message read by one of its 
delegates to the conference. In addition, the Army stated 
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thal if was committed to ensuring the security of the 
process which will lead to pluralist elections 


The deliberations of the national conference. which 
resumed yesterday in a plenary session to discuss the 
proposed internal rules and regulations, continued 
today. with representatives of political parties and asso- 
clations speaking. More than 200 delegates have regis- 
tered to present their views on the proposed internal 
rules and regulations, drafted over last weekend by a 
special 26-member commiutice 


Sovereignty Proclaimed 


1BII031S0891 Libreville Atrica No] 
m French 1230 GMT 11 Mar 9i 


[Text] The debate 1s finally settled in Congo, where 
devberations of the national conference resumed this 
morning after a break over the weekend. The issue has 
been settled with the adoption by acclamation of the 
conterence’s rules of procedure. This has actually not 
come as a surprise. The tendency thai was in the air last 
week was confirmed. and these rules of procedure confer 
sovereignty on the National Conterence. This means that 
the resolutions coming out of the deliberations will be 
binding. On this subject, Jean de Dieu Ndongovenou has 
just solicited the initial reactions of the delegates. We 
first bring you those of the man who fought tooth and 
nail for the sovereignty of the conference, ('ean Michel 
Okambayangouma). secretary general of th © ongolese 
trade umion federation 


[Begin (Okambayangouma) recording] We would like to 
State that for us, it 1s a big victory and gives us immense 
y because we have just thereby proved the falschood of 
the argument that the word sovereignty means insurrec- 
tion. And do we understand why’ On 5 February 1979 
unlike what occurred in this country on 13, 14, and 15 
August 1963 and on 31 July 1968. we can say thai our 
people are not accustomed to taking power by popular 
imnsurrection 


On 5 February 1979. 1 was the Central Congress whie’s 
in a meeting room and after a debate, endorsed the 
dissolution of the Military Commiutice of the Congolese 
Workers’ Party [CMP]. The conference claimed to be 
sovereign, and people thought we should have repeated 
the same feat, and | understand them. | think this 1s only 
normal, because they thought that after upholding the 
sovereignty of the conference, we were coming here to 
settle the fate of the current president regarding his 
mandate as chief executive. You may have noticed that 
there was no question of our domg so. And this will 
therefore enable us—rn all sovereignty. tranquility, and 
responsibility—to say what we may on issucs ranging 
from the political siuation to the diverse problems 
involved in running a single-party systen . the assassina- 
tions, and other aspects of the contest taking place in this 
country, and that all issues relating to the country’s 
economic management will be fully debated. [end 
recording] 
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Another reaction to the adoption of the rules of proce- 
dure conferring sovereignty on the national confer- 
ence—here is the reaction of the ruling Congolese 
Workers’ Party [PCT]. given here by a member of the 
Political Bureau, (Richard Eyini): 


[Begin (Eyini) recording] which is considered as an 
association of the PCT [sentence incomplete as heard]. 
Now the rules of procedure have just been adopted. 
There was a key issue—that of the conference's sover- 
cignty. A lot of people thought that the national confer- 
ence ought to be sovereign. Why? Well, what does that 
entail? However, the draft rules of procedure presented 
clearly stipulated that the national conference was sov- 
ereign in the sense that it had full controi over its agenda 
and rules of procedure. We agreed on this wording. And 
afier the debate, it turned out that the committee 
charged with preparing these draft rules of procedure 
had adopted a new wording, saying that the national 
conference was sovereign, period. Ard it recorded 
[words indistinct] rules of procedure. But the thing that 
somchow gives us some reassurance 1s what the president 
solemnly pledged on behalf of the convention. This 
means that this rewording does not mean we should be 
heading toward an insurrection. It does not differ from 
the first rendering. [end recording} 


Defense Minister Reaffirms Army's Neutrality 


ABOS803224991 Dakar PANA in Enelish 1816 GMT 
8 Mar ¥/ 


[Text] Brazzaville, 8 March (PANA}—The Congolese 
defence minister, Brig. Taymond "amase Ngollo, on 
Friday in Brazzaville, reaffirmed the neutrality of the 
Army during debates at the national conference and 
advised the participating political parties to confirm 
their fey: ‘imacy through elections. 


Governments pass, the Army remains because it 1s an 
instrument for the people's defence, Ngollo said, calming 
the fears of some participanis who doubted the role of 
the Army an an arbiter. According to him, the Army does 
not belong to any political party and its role 1s limited to 
ensuring the security of the conference participants 
before, during and after the national conference and also 
to protect the national institutions. 


He essured that the soldiers would oversee the imple- 
mentation of the resolutions which will be adopted by 
th> conference and warned against those who had the 
idea of appr 'nting a new president by the national 
conference. No president 1s going to emerge from this 
conference. We shall all go to the polls, he said. 


The national conference's internal regulations have not 
been adopted up to now due to divergencies over the 
sovereignty of the national conference. 


The Congolese Workers’ Party, the former sole ruling 
party, its affiliated organisations and the government 
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have rejected the idea that the conference ts sovereign 
because the country 1s not under a situation of insurrec- 
10N. 


Media ‘Explosion, Support for Radio Seen 
1BO0803224591 Dakar PANA in English 1708 GMT 
S Mar 9] 


[Special Report: The Media Grow as Congo Adopts 
Pluralism”—PAN 4 headline] 


[Text] Brazzaville. 8 March (PANA)}—The democratic 
revival in the Congo. heralded by the on-going national 
conference, has mm recent weeks led to a real explosion in 
the country’s print media, which has for a long time been 
the poor [words indistinct] media. 


The new situation has ied to the proliferation of news- 
papers and weeklies and other publications which are 
available for sale every morning at three newspaper 
stands |ocated at th: main entrance of the post office and 
the building of the Congolese Savings Fund in Brazza- 
ville. The brisk purchasing of the publications not only 
indicates the sudden thirst of the public to read but also 
negates the old allegation that the Congolese population 
lacks the habit of reading. 


If LA SEMAINE AFRICAINE (THE AFRICAN 
WEEK). the oldest newspaper in the Congolese media, 
launched more than 40 years ago by the Catholic 
Church, has been able to adapt to the democratic current 
to become the main outlet of demands and expression 
("of the) newly won liberties, the same could not be said 
of the government-owned MWETI and ETUMBA, the 
mouth-piece of the sole party, which have until now not 
been able to transcend the language of empty slogans 
which has prevented them from shining. 


The new publications, set up by newly formed political 
parties or by young unemployed journalist [words indis- 
tinct] the scene of the Congolese media by their diver- 
sity, the variety in style and the free tone of the authors 
who are reli_ved from the fear of censorship. 


MADUKUTSIEKELE. the first Congolese satirical 
[words indistinct] its name from a stream which trans- 
verses [words indistinct]. 


Because of its scathing piercing humour, the weekly 
appears to be the darling of the Congolese readers who 
snatch every available copy, forcing the management to 
reprint additional copies of cach issue. MADUKU- 
TSIEKELE, a 1|2-page tabloid, has chosen a position 
likely to guarantee its long survival. 


On the other hand, LE SOLEIL (THE SUN) is a weekly 
launched by the Party of Living Martyrs of Congolese 
Socialism and Marxism. Its policy of giving a forum to 
other opposition parties 1s well appreciated by the read- 
ership. However, its non-abusive tone corresponds very 
well with policy of moderate opposition chosen by the 
newspaper owners. 
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AUJOURD'HUI (TODAY), one of the most recent 
Congolese publications, stands apart with the quality of 
its newsprint and presentation. Although it calls uself a 
new daily, a claim belied by its irregular appearance. 
AUJOURD'HUI does not depict any political leanings. 
although it appears the people behind it have consider- 
able financial clout. Its location in a high standard 
building in down-town Brazzaville is viewed with a 
certain amount of suspicion. The neutral tone adopted 
by the news analysis articles in its first two editions, also 
seemed to be against the public opinion trend as the 
country prepared for the prescii national conference. 
The preparatory period was characterised by the distri- 
bution of leaflets denouncing those who had led the 
Congo to its political, economic and soc‘al crises. 


LE CHOC (THE SHOCK), a newspaper which no doum 
borrowed its name from the current war among orches- 
tras in a neighbouring country, appears. through its 
presentation, to be an initiative of young communica- 
tion degree holders who could not be absorbed by the 
government. Through its 12 pages filled with satire. 
cartoons and old pictures from the archives, the news- 
paper spares neither the government nor the opposition. 
In this paper, professionalism seems to have obtained its 
highest degre: Its strength lies in the giving of posthu- 
mous interviews of deceased former Congolese leaders 
or those who were swept away by the revolution. 


LE PAYS (THE COUNTRY), a weekly which claims to 
be independent, seems to be the organ of leaders who left 
the sole political party in Congo after working for it and 
helping in its consolidation. Unlike in the other publica- 
tions, the people who write in this publication sign with 
their real names instead of using pen names. 


Although MAINTENANT (NOW) professes to be a 
monthly cultural publication, all its articles are political 
It 1s true that in a turmoil situation like the on-going 
democratic reawakening in the Congo, the difference 
between culture and politics can easily disappear. The 
virtues of this publication is that it 1s open to both th: 
government and opposition points of view. 


Apart from these main newspapers. whose list is likely to 
elongate as the democratic process matures, there also 
some small scale newspapers like LA VERITE (THE 
TRUTH). LIBERTE (LIBERTY) AND L’ETUDIANT 
(THE STUDENT). 


Observers of the media scene have noted however that 
although the print media has benefitied from the demo- 
cratic reawakening, the government-owned Radio Congo 
and Television have also realised their complete recon- 
ciation with the public after a long divorce because of 
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the slogans they used in the past. As a result, most 
Congolese radio listeners and television viewers no 
longer tune to periphery radio stations which a few 
months ago had an audience of 60 percent in the 
country. 


Although a number of people in the Congo possess 
facilities to get European and American satellite pro- 
grammes, the Congolese Television has won the hearts of 
many television viewers because it now gives Opportu- 
nity to all actors in the political scene to air their views 
during its new programmes. 


The evidence of the public's new love for the electronic 
media has been demonstrated by the financial and 
material contributions being received by the radio and 
television managements following an appeal to them to 
transmit live all the debate at the national conference in 
Brazzaville. 


Rwanda 


Patriotic Front Rebels Propose Cease-Fire 
181103173291 Paris AFP in Enelish 1°26 GMI 
i] Mar 9! 


[Text] Bujumbura, March | 1 (AFP)}—The rebel Patriotic 
Front of Rwanda [RPF] was reported Monday to have 
submitted an offer of a ceasefire to a regional heads of 
State summit organised in the Burund: capital on 
Sunday. Front representatives handed over a package of 
proposals to end the nearly six-month-old civil war in 
Rwanda at the summit of the Economic Community of 
Great Lakes Countries (CEPGL) which groups Rwanda. 
Burund: and Zaire. 


Diplomatic sources here said the proposals included the 
offer of a ceasefire as a prelude to talks with the regime 
of President Juvenal Habyarimana. Another RPF docu- 
ment contained a message for Pope John Paul Il 
accusing the Rwanda army of atrocities against the 
civilian population, the sources said. 


The five-member RPF delegation turned up in Buyum- 
bura unexpectedly late Saturday in the entourage of 
Zaire’s President Mobutu Sese Seko. Marshal Mobutu 
has been charged by his neighbours with the task of 
trying to negotiate a ceasefire between the Rwandan 
rebels and the Rwandan Government. 


It was not yet known if the RPF officials had talks with 
President Habyarimana who has always rejected direct 
negotiations with the rebels who invaded Rwanda last 
October from Uganda. The rebellion, which 1s largely 
confined to the Uganda border region, has brought 
Rwanda’s shaky economy to the brink of collapse. 
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Ethiopia 


Students Ready To Campaign Alongside Army 


FA0903134191 Addis Ahaha Domestic Service 
m Amharic 0900 GMT 8&8 Mar 9/1 


[Excerpts] Addis Ababa University students in various 
colleges and faculties, today expressed their readiness to 
campaign alongside the Revolutionary Army and Peo- 
ple’s Militia, to halt the large-scale war opened jointly by 
the weyane [Tigray People’s Liberation Front] and the 
sha’biyyah [Eritrean People’s Liberation Front] against 
Ethiopian unity. (Belihu Terefe) has the details 


| Begin recording] (Belihu) In the meeting this morning at 
Seddest Kilo Campus of the university and attended by 
Comrade President Mengistu Haile-Mariam. regarding 
the students’ request to be briefed on our country’s 
current situation, the students’ resolution of their read- 
ness for the campaign was presented by the coordinating 
committee representative. [passage omitted] 


{Student representative] We. students of Addis Ababa 
University 


1. To contain and destroy the attack launched against us 
by the weyane and the sha’biyyah. we the university 
students affirm here again our pledges to carry oul our 
honorable national obligation to struggic alongside our 
Army 


2. Until the situation is ready and conducive for us to go 
to the battlefronts to destroy the anti-unity forces, we 
promise to expose subversive clements and cnemy 
agents, who are causing unnecessary bloodshed among 
the people 


3. We call upon all sons and daughters of Ethiopia living 
abroad who are steadfast on Ethiopian unity, to under- 
Stand our country’s current dangerous situation and 
stand alongside it by any means and contribute their own 
part. One Ethiopia or death, we shall win 


(Belihu) The comrade president spoke about the wor- 
rying situation which our country 1s currently facing and 
what actions need to be taken. Different seas were 
forwarded from the students in the meeting. In every 
poimt raised for immediate action to contain the attack 
on our country, the students expressed their determina- 
tion, with happiness and applause. Comr.ice President 
Abiy Kifle. president of the university, gave a short 
briefing on the meeting's aim. University lecturers and 
workers also participated in the meeting. fend recording] 


Mengistu Briefs Students 


F.40903140691 Addis Ahaha Domestic Service 
im Amharic 1700 GMT 8 Mar 9/1 


[Report on mecting between Ethiopian President Meng- 
istu Haile-Mariam and students at Addis Ababa UU niver- 
sity on & March] 
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[Excerpts] Young people have expressed their readiness 
to be urgently mobilized for the war tront, to safeguard 
the unity of Ethiopia alongside the Revolutionary Army 
and People’s Militia. In this respect. the students of 
Addis Ababa University have reaffirmed their readiness 
to go to the war front, to clear the clouds of doom 
hovering over the unity of our coup ry through the evil 
activities of antipeopic and antmaity groups | passage 
omitted] 


Comrade President M . a bricfing ca our 
country s current cru silua’ion ana the steps that 
must be taken 


[Begin Mengistu recording; Lecturers of Addis Ababa 
University, students, university start. sisters and 
brothers. comrades: As stated carher, we are here today 
in response to the Addis Ababa University students’ 
memorandum, signed by representatives from the var- 
ious faculties of the university yesterday 


Qur country and compatriots are currently faced with 
grave threats and problems. Basically, the Ethropian 
problem which has made itself evident to you currently 
iS NOt new to us. We have been fighting with the weyane 
[Tigray People’s Liberation Front] and sha biyyah [Er- 
trean People’s Liberation Front] for the last 30 years 
The war to dismember our country did not start today 
[words imdistinct] only when ui surfaces that people 
realize the sssuc. and that the extent and the damage 
becomes clearer and evident 


These are very dangerous and sinister forces which we 
have. and we shall, even in the future. fight tll we die 
The weyane 1s everywhere. The sha biyyah ts also every- 
where. They are inside and outside the country 


If | have correctly understood the memorandum you 
sent me vesterday, then, 1 1s only because | have clearly 
understood that vou have correctly realized the threats 
and dangers that face our motherland, Ethiopia, and our 
people. that lam here today among you. And | am proud 
of it. [applause] 


In your memorandum, you have raised some basi 
questions, which were the major issues of your discus- 
sions, and have reached a conclusion. | have read them 
caretu'’y and properly. | have also properly read the 
conclusions you reached. Basically, the process of your 
discussion and the issues raised there were, as | have 
mentioned carlicr, based on an understanding of the 
threats to the country and the people. and are a result of 
care for the people. and most of the issues are based on 
facts. In fact most of the issues discussed are not only 
yours alone, but are our questions and daily threats and 
problems. [end recording] 


Afier answering questions from students on our coun- 
iry’s current situation, the comrade president noted that 
the campaign aimed at contaiming the ‘nissions of doom 
perpetrated by disrupting and sinister antipeople forces 
is NOt Only being carried out on the war front, but that 
the campaign has different facets 
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[Begin Mengistu recording] The campaign is not only 
with guns, tanks, and artillery, it is psychological war- 
fare. It is war propaganda, by using the country’s weak- 
ness, as someone who cares. Using inflation, petty talk in 
bars, and the like, are types of a campaign aimed al 
confusing the people. They have used us. they have 
shown their disrespect to us. 


Is it a discussion? A peaceful demonstration? Or are you 
genuinely ready to go to the war front? [lengthy applause] 
[end recording] [passage omitted] 


{Begin student recording] | really thank the president 
and all the others. | think our questions have been 
answered now. Our question, as you have mentioned 
earlier, is to face the enemy currently. [applause] 


I for one, and the others are not afraid to be deployed to 
the war front, but we do not want our deployment to be 
hasty to go and die only. We have to kill and die. We 
should never die without killing. [applause] If there are 
any traitors, we would like to hear that the necessary 
steps have been taken against them. [applause]. The 
other issue is that we are not currently concentrating on 
our studies. We have decided to go to the war front. 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 


WPE Member on Measures To Overcome *War’ 


FEA1103192891 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 0930 GMT 1i Mar 91 


[Excerpt] Welega Administrative Area—The third reg- 
ular Shengo [parliament] session, which will discuss and 
adopt resolutions on the unity and security of our 
country; assess economic, political, and social activities 
during the last six months: and establish working plans. 
opened today in Nek’emte. Samuel Dhaba, reporter of 
the Fifth Zone Revolutionary Campaign Center, has the 
details: 


[Dhaba] The Shengo began its session by approving its 
agenda. Comrade Neguse Fanta, member of the 
Worker's Party of Ethiopia [WPE] Central Committee. 
first secretary of the WPE in Welega Administrative 
Area, and chairman of the area’s Shengo, stressed in his 
opening speech that following the State Council's call on 
25 February 1991 regarding the war launched against us 
jointly by the sha’biyyah [Eritrean People’s Liberation 
Front] and weyane [Tigre People’s Liberation Front]. 
massive preparations and efforts are being made in 
Welega Administrative Area and adequate manpower 
for the Armed Forces in the area is needed to overcome 
the war. He said that monetary and material s \pport are 
also needed. [passage omitted] 


Officials Reportedly Using Relief Food Aid 


E.A1003202691 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Eritrea in Tigrinva 0400 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[Text] Senior enemy officials in Keren have prohibited 
the Catholic Church from distributing relief food to 
famine victims in and around Keren. Based on the above 
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order, they have also told priests that they no longer have 
any role in distributing relief food, informing them that 
from now on only the officials would distribute food. 
The officials are taking this action because they want to 
use the relief food meant for famine victims themseives. 
In fact, they have started using the relief food to pay for 
their security units in (Sherem). 


European Parliament Delegation Pays Visit 


Talks With Official 


E.40803140491 Addis Ahaha Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 7 Mar 91 


[Text] Comrade Aklilu Afework, head of the national 
committee for foreign economy with the rank of min- 
ister, this afternoon gave a briefing to the European 
parliamentary delegation led by Mrs. (Margaret Daley) 
on Ethiopia’s economic situation. In his briefing he 
noted that the necessary preparations and efforts were 
being made to implement the recently decreed economic 
policy. 


Comrade Aklilu appreciated the assistance and support 
given by the EC to development projects in the country 
and expressed his conviction that these relations would 
progress from strength to strength. He also expressed 
hope that the European Parliament would do everything 
possible to further expand Ethiopia's relations with 
European countries. 


For her part, Mrs. (Daley) said she would do everything 
possible to secure support to strengthen Ethiopia's eco- 
nomic development. 


Team Briefed on Famine Efforts 


E.A08031580291 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 G\ST 7 Mar 91 


[Text] Comrade Ashagre Yigletu. member of the 
Workers Party of Ethiopia [WPE] Central Committee 
and deputy prime minister, today met and held talks 
with the European Parliament delegation on the objec- 
live reality in our country and, in particular, the efforts 
being made to solve the problems in the northern part of 
our country. Com: ide Ashagre Yigletu briefed the dele- 
gation led by Mrs. (Margaret Daley) on the Ethiopian 
Government's efforts made so far in solving the coun- 
try’s political, economic, and social problems at all levels 
and the results achieved through these efforts. 


The comrade deputy prime minister also briefed the 
delegation on government's efforts both at home and 
abroad, in different forums aimed at securing a peaceful 
solution to those problems, and on the contents, 
progress, and results of the recently concluded peace 
talks in Washington between the Ethiopian Government 
delegation and the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front 
[Sha*biyyah] representatives. 


He went on to note that the European Parliament and 
the EC member states’ humanitarian and economic 
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assistance in government efforts to contain drought and 
enhance development projects has greatly contributed 
towards this end. He told the delegation that the govern- 
ment will continue distributing reliet aid to war and 
drought victims and noted that the assistance of the EC 
and other donor organizations as well as the interna- 
tional community 1s very much needed for the success of 
the effort. 


For her part, Mrs. (Margaret Daley) noted that the 
briefings had given her insight into the Ethiopian Gov- 
ernment's efforts to contain the problems caused by war 
and natural calamities, and the way in which the new 
economic reform policy will have a great bearing on the 
country’s economic development. She recalled the gov- 
ernment’s leading role in preparing the Mitstwa-Asmera 
road for use by donor organizations in supplying relief 
aid to famine victims, particularly in the northern part of 
Ethiopia which faces famine as a result of the war there. 
and noted that the European Parliament would not 
hesitate to give the necessary support for the realization 
of the ongoing peace process, and the new economic 
reform policy. 


Meets Vice President 


F.A0903223291 Addis Ahaha Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] Today Comrade Fisseha Desta, Politburo 
member of the Worker's Party of Ethiopia Central 
Committee and vice president of Ethiopia, held talks 
with the European parliamentary delegation led by Mrs. 
(Margaret Daley). According to the ETHIOPIAN NEWS 
AGENCY, Comrade Fisseha said that the delegation is 
sure to have gained a correct understanding on various 
issues in the country and that he hoped the tour had been 
successful. Wagaye Bekele has the details: 


[Wagaye] [passage omitted] Though the Ethiopian Gov- 
ernment has made efforts to peacefully solve the 
problem, 't was not possible to get a positive response 
from the opposition groups. He went on to say that 
though many development projects have been initiated 
with the assistance of the EEC and other international 
and and donor organizations, they could not achieve the 
expected results due to lack of peace. Comrade Fisseha 
thanked the EEC for the cooperation and assistance it 
has rendered to Ethiopia ard expressed his hope that the 
cooperation and relations would strengthen and that the 
economic assistance would expand further. 


Mrs. (Daley) noted that she was satisfied with the 
discussions she held with various concerned officials on 
her fieid tour and that she understands that there are a 
lot of changes. She pointed out that she was impressed by 
Ethiopia's hospitality in hosting many refugees although 
Ethiopia has her own problems. She noted that she will 
do everything possible to enable Ethiopia to receive the 
necessary assistance and support for her economic devel- 
opment and for a peaceful solution to her problem. 
[passage omitted] 
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Kenya 


Imanyara Lawyer on ‘Gross Violation’ of Procedure 


£.40603204491 Nairobi KTN Television 
in Enelish 1800 GMT 5 Mar 91 


[Text] Lawyer-cum-publisher Gitcbu Imanyara today 
appeared before the Nairobi Chief Magistrate’s court 
charged with sedition. The charge stated that last month 
Imanyara published a publication, namely the NAIROBI 
LAW MONTHLY, which contained a seditious article 
under the title Tribalism. Imanyara also faced another 
count of publishing the NAIROBI LAW MONTHLY 
without paying a bond to the Registrar of Books and 
Newspapers. Our reporter has the details: 


{Orungu] As soon as the three charges were read out 
before the court, Lawyer John Khaminwa immediately 
applied for bail. Khaminwa, who leads a team of 40 
other lawyers appearing for Imanyara, argued at length 
on why the accused should be released on bail. He said 
the accused had been denied access to his family and 
lawyers. Lawyer John Khaminwa noted Section 37 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code, arguing that Gitobu Iman- 
yara was arrested without a warrant of arrest and should 
have been released within 24 hours or produced in a 
court of law. Khaminwa said this amounted to gross 
violation of procedure and abuse of the process of law. 
He explained that the NAIROBI LAW MONTHLY 
magazine was a forum through which Imanyara tried to 
foster the development of law. The defense concluded by 
saying Imanyara was a sick person who needed medical 
care and had no passport and could not hence jump bail. 


In reply, the assistant deputy public prosecutor, Alex 
Etyang. who appears for the state assisted by senior state 
counse! Horace Okumu,. opposed the bail application, 
saying the offense was serious and carried a maximum 
sentence of 10 years. Etyang further said the accused had 
been convicted of a criminal offense before and sen- 
tenced to three years in prison, arguing that the repeti- 
tive commission of offenses could be a ground to oppose 
bail. Chief Magistrate Omondi Tunya reserved his judg- 
ment over the bail application until tomorrow morning. 


Official Urges Peace, Security, Development 
FA0703132291 Nairobi KNA in English 1625 GMT 
6 Mar 9] 


[Excerpts] Nairobi, 6 Mar (KNA)}—An assistant minister 
in the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Mr 
Mburu Kimani, yesterday urged Kenyans to continue 
guarding jealously the peace and security now prevailing 
in the country to pave way for faster development. He 
said that no development could be achieved when people 
were in a state of confusion as a result of lack of peace 
and security. [passage omitted] 


Mr Kimani told a KANU [Kenya African National 
Union] rally in Kandara, of Murang’a district, that some 
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Kenyans should be ashamed for trying to create prob- 
lems in this country. He gave an example of Kenya’s first 
vice-president, Jaramogi Oginda Odinga, who was trying 
to incite the people by pretending to be fighting for 
multi-party politics. He said that the likes of Odinga 
were fully aware that many parties were not appropriate 
for this country. “Odinga is only trying to make history, 
disregarding the [word indistinct] of the common 
mwananchi [citizen],**"’ the assistant minister said. 


He noted that Kenya had tested the multi-party system 
in her early days of independence and that leaders 
recommended one party for Kenya for now. The coming 
generations may go back to the mullti- party system if it 
will be appropriate in future, he said. [passage omitted] 


Former Vice President Denies Allegations 


E.40803162591 Nairobi KTN Television 
in English 1800 GMT 7 Mar 91 


[Text] The former vice president of Kenya, Josphat 
Njuguna Karanja, has vehemently denied having any 
connection with the trouble-torn FINANCE magazine. 
The former vice president issued a statement today 
refuting allegations made by the KENYA TIMES news- 
paper and THE WEEKLY REVIEW magazine that he 
was personally financing the magazine. He said that he 
was neither connected with the magazine's financing nor 
editorial matters. Dr. Karanja urged those making these 
false allegations to desist from what he called a trans- 
parent habit of locking for scapegoats and godfathers. 


1.5 Million Phone Lines Planned for 2000 


EA0903214491 Nairobi KNA in English 1646 GMT 
8 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] Nakuru, 8 Mar (KNA)}—Kenya Posts and 
Telecommunications Corporation (KPTC) will install 
additional |.5 million telephone lines by the year 2,000, 
the corporation’s managing director, Mr. Kipng’eng arap 
Ng’eny has said. He said, the programme when com- 
plete, will cater for five telephone lines per 100 people, 
adding that according to International Telegraph Union 
(ITU) international standards, Kenya will be regarded 
developed once it reached that figure. 


The managing director disclosed that the corporation 
had already installed 300,000 telephone lines and hopes 
to connect 500,000 lines within the next three years. Mr. 
Ng’eny was conducting the Malawian high commissioner 
to Kenya, Mr. Callisto Matekenya Mkonad, to a tour at 
the corporation’s Gilgil Complex today. [passage 
omitted] 


Somalia 


National Conference Postponed; No Date Given 
EA0903 193091 Mogadishu Domestic Service 
in Somalia 1700 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Text] A spokesman of the committee organizing the 
national conference has said that in view of the existing 
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situation in the country and as there are still consulta- 
tions among the armed rebel fronts: after taking into 
account the forthcoming holy month of fasting and after 
taking into consideration the suggestions of intel!. uals, 
clerics, and the reconciliation committee, it has oeen 
resolved that the national conference scheduled for 14 
March 199! should be postponed. The date for the 
conference will be announced after the fronts have 
agreed on when the conference should take place 


Official Appeals to Gedo Residents on Siad 


F.40803173691 Mogadishu Domestic Service 
in Somali 1700 GMT 7 Mar 91 


[Text] (Hassan Shireh Juhda), a member of the Peace 
Committee that will travel to Gedo region, has said that 
the main purpose of the committee's visit to Gedo 1s to 
work out ways of peacefully restoring peace, adding that 
the Somali people do not need war and bloodletting, for 
the country has experienced enough problems created by 
the ousted regime of Siad Barre. 


In an interview, (Hassan Shireh) told reporters that the 
large delegation to Gedo region is composed of elders 
and wise men from the former region of Alto Juba and 
would try to put an immediate stop to armed confron- 
tation. He said that the responsibility for peace in Gedo 
region rests squarely with its people, who should under- 
stand their interests by removing from their midst the 
dictator Mohamed Siad Barre, who is still hiding in the 
region. (Hassan Shireh) said Mohamed Siad Barre had 
been ousted from his post and his presence in Gedo 
region could be 4 catalyst to the continuation of war 
there. 


He said the delegation had had an audience with the 
acting government on their plan and it was received with 
an open mind. (Hassan Shireh Juhda) said that the new 
acting president and members of the United Somali 
Congress [USC] Executive Committee had assisted them 
in the efforts being made to peacefully solve the situation 
in the region. 


He also disclosed that President Ali Mahdi Mohamed 
has sent a written message to Chief Omar Chief Hirsi 
[designates he is also son of a chief], the Gedo region 
traditional chief, on the need for wise men and (?person- 
alities) of the region to participate in the conference on 
the Somali people’s future. He added that leaders, elders, 
and chiefs of the region had sent a message to the acting 
government appealing for a committee to be sent to hold 
talks with them on the region’s interests. 


Continuing his remarks, he expressed his utter dismay at 
Mohamed Siad Barre’s continuing presence in Gedo, 
saying that anyone in Mogadishu who had seen the 
destruction of Somali society's property at the hands of 
Mohamed Siad Barre would not conceive that the man 
behind such problems could have been the country’s 
president. He said the people of Gedo should note that 
during the past 21 years, of Siad Barre’s rule, no devel- 
opment projects had been implemented in the region, 
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such as the well construction, roads, communications, 
and other things essential to society, and that by staying 
in the region, Siad wants the people not to recognize the 
new government and to hinder humanitarian aid from 
reaching there. He said that for several months now there 
had been no communication links with the rest of the 
country, which prevented people from getting foodstuffs 
from various regions. By being in the region, Mohamed 
Siad Barre also wanted to subject children and women to 
further hardships. 


(Juhda) said the USC front has made it clear that Gedo 
region will not come under attack if the former dictator 
leaves the region, for the country cannot have two 
presidents. In conclusion, he appealed to wise men, 
clerics, and the inhabitants of the region to make contact 
with the delegation through the police, who would 
inform them of the venue for the meeting, which will 
take place either at Baardheere or Luug. 


Uganda 


PAC Leader Visits, Discusses RSA Sanctions 


Calls for Enforced Sanctions 


EA0803152091 Kampala Domestic Service 
in English 1700 GMT 7 Mar 91 


[Text] The president of the PAC [Pan-Africanist Con- 
gress] of South Africa, Mr. Clarence Makwetu, has called 
for the doubling of efforts in enforcing sanctions against 
the racist regime of South Africa [RSA]. The PAC 
president made the call during discussions he and his 
delegation held this morning with the first deputy prime 
minister and national political commissar, Mr. Eriya 
Kategaya. The meeting took place at the NRM [National 
Resistance Movement] secretariat in Kampala. The pres- 
ident of the PAC and his delegation arrived in Uganda 
yesterday to emphasize the need for continued intensi- 
fication of sanctions against the apartheid regime of 
South Africa. 


Mr. Makwetu reported that attempts to change the 
political situation in South Africa by President de Klerk 
are not yet effective. He said all the different political 
Organizations against the racist regime had agreed to 
form a constituent assembly which would bring every- 
body to a unified front and where a new constitution will 
be drawn. He stressed that salvation still depended on 
armed struggle, which will only be suspended with the 
authorities’ immediate withdrawal of the armed destabi- 
lizing forces within townships. He called for all possible 
support, particularly resources to enable the start of 
proper organizational structures. 


Mr. Kategaya briefed the PAC president and his delega- 
tion about Uganda’s history and the NRM struggle since 
1981. The meeting was also attended by top officials of 
the NRM secretariat. 
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Makes Statement 


MB0903171091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1644 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[SAPA PR Wire Service Issued by: Pan Africanist Con- 
gress of Aziania (PAC Internal): “President Clarence 
Makwetu’s statement to the press, Kampala, Uganda, 
March 8, 1991] 


[Text] [No dateline as received] Ladies and gentlemen of 
the press: 


We are about to conclude our memorable and fruitful 
visit to the Republic of Uganda. During our visit here we 
were received by His Excellency President Yoweri 
Kaguta Museveni, the First Deputy Prime Minister and 
National Political Commissar Hon Eriya Kategaya, the 
Minister of State for Foreign and Regional Affairs Pro- 
fessor Tarsis Kabwegyere and other senior officials. On 
each occasion we undertook the task of fully briefing 
them on the current developments inside apartheid 
South Africa, particularly on the decisions of the PAC 
[Pan-Africanist Congress] National Congress. The PAC 
congress, the first in over 30 years, took important 
decisions on negotiations, violence, the formation of a 
principled united front, sanctions and intensification of 
the struggle on all fronts. 


Our congress correctly decided that apartheid can net- 
ther be negotiated, nor reformed .... It must be totally 
and completely eradicated. It, therefore, decided that the 
PAC will not allow the regime to turn preconditions— 
laid down in the Harare Declaration and the UN Con- 
sensus Declaration—into negotiation issues. Such pre- 
conditions as the release of political prisoners and the 
return of political exiles should not be negotiated, but 
rather unconditionally implemented by the racist 
minority regime. 


Our congress further decided that what has to be nego- 
tiated is not apartheid but a new constitution. However, 
we must point out that there now exists a broad con- 
sensus in the country that a new constitution is the key to 
resolving the problem. De Klerk last November and 
again in his February |, 1991 speech put forward a 
proposal regarding the mechanism he favours to discuss 
and draw up the new constitution. He is calling for a 
multiparty conference in which “all those with proven 
support” can participate. De Klerk, however, has not 
spelt out what is the criterion for “proven support.” We 
are not surprised by this ambigious pronouncement 
because what De Klerk has in mind is stuffing the 
multiparty conference with created puppets and unpre- 
sentative [as received] opportunists. 


The PAC was the first to put forward a democratic 
formula to resolve the question of who should draw up 
the new constitution. We called for the establishment of 
an elected constituent assembly based on one person one 
vote with all Azanians over the age of 18 registering on a 
common voter's roll. Such a democratic forum would 
ensure the participation of all because representation in 
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the constituent assembly will be proportional to the 
percentage of votes secured. We maintain that such an 
elected constituent assembly would be truly representa- 
tive and have the mandate to draw up the new constitu- 
tion. This initial democratic proposal of the PAC today 
enjoys overwhelming support among the oppressed, dis- 
enfranchised and dispossessed majority in occupied Aza- 
nia, not only did the congress of the PAC endorse this 
democratic formula, the Consultative Conference of the 
ANC [African National Congress] and the Congress of 
Azapo [Azanian People’s Organization] also endorsed 
this formula. 


Other political tendencies among the oppressed have 
also endorsed the call for an elected constituent 
assembly. Moreover, over a quarter million people 
marched in Cape Town, Pretoria and Soweto on Feb- 
ruary |, 1991 demanding the establishment of a constit- 
uent assembly. 


Such overwhelming support for an elected constituent 
assembly has also paved the way for common and united 
action among the organisations of the oppressed. The 
PAC is convinced that a principled united front of the 
oppressed will emerge around the demand for an elected 
constituent assembly. We are already talking to the 
ANC, Azapo, New Unity Movement and other orgar:- 
sations of the oppressed with the aim of forging a 
principled united front to confront the common enemy 
with one voice. 


Our priorities for 1991 are as follows: |. To further 
strengthen our grassroot structures. 2. To put an end to 
the violence. 3. To forge a principled united front. 4. To 
intensify the demand ‘or an elected constituent 
assembly. 5. To intensify the struggle on all fronts. 


Allow me to briefly comment on two of the priorities just 
mentioned, namely, violence and the intensification of 
all round struggle. 


Since February 2, 1990, despite the euphoria created by 
De Klerk of change in South Africa, violence reached an 
unprecedented height in our country. The media and the 
regime described it as “black on black” violence. Our 
Own investigations into the violence revealed two basic 
sources. Much of the violence is deliberately instigated 
by the agencies of the regime. For instance, the regime 
has established Battalion 32 made up of bandits of the 
now defunct FNLA [Front for the National Liberation of 
Angola] in Angola. It is also setting up another battalion 
of former Koevoets [police counter-insurgency unit] 
from Namibia. These mercenaries are now u 10 
terrorise and suppress our people, commit atrox 

instigate violent conflicts between organisatio: 
oppressed. The PAC is demanding that these m 
battalions be immediately disbanded and expe!|: 

the country. 


This will certainly contribuie towards ending the sense- 
less violence. 
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Another source of the violence is the tendency among 
some circles to impose hegemony through the use of 
force. We sirongly oppose this begemonistic tendency. 
We are confident that the creation of a principied united 
front will greatly contribute towards the establishment of 
a democratic culture among the oppressed. 


The PAC strongly maintains that internal resistance and 
external pressures contributed to the regime adopting a 
reformist posture. Since our declared objective 1s to 
realise national liberation and self-determination we 
must maintain and sustain all forms of struggles and 
pressures. We maintain that the bullet should not be 
abandoned until the ballot is secured. On the interna- 
tional front our congress called for the maintenance of all 
forms of sanctions. We plan to strongly campaign for 
increased sanctions and isolation of the regime until a 
non-racial democratic political order is established in a 
new Azania. 


The racist regime and their apologists have been ped- 
dling the line that whites have “legitimate fears and 
concerns” and these must be addressed by the national 
liberation movements. The racisis themselves have sug- 
gested that their so-called fears should be addressed by 
granting them minority or community rights and per- 
petual protection of their ill-gotten gains. They also want 
the veto on all national issues. 


The PAC, since its inception addressed the so-called 
white fears by declaring that the PAC believes in only 
one race, the human race. We were the first to politically 
define an African, an indigenous of Africa or any one 
who owes his or her allegiance to Africa and accepts 
African majority rule. Therefore, we have given them a 
democratic choice to become an African. 


Constitutionally the PAC ts strongly opposed to granting 
minority rights as apartheid itself is based on group 
prejudices and group privileges. At our inaugural confer- 
ence we said the constitution must guarantee individual 
rights as opposed to group rights. 


White so-called fears can only be permanently addressed 
if they stop thinking racially and identify themselves 
with the aspirations of the Azanian people. 


We are immensely satisfied with our visits to Uganda 
and Tanzania. The leaders of the two countries now fully 
appreciate our demand for a constituent assembly and 
the need for a united African position on sanctions and 
isolating the apartheid regime. We have been assured of 
their principled support until a new non-racial demo- 
cratic society is established in a liberated Azania. 


Thank you. Issued by Barney Desai Secretary for Pub- 
licity and Information 
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Meets With Museveni 


E.A0903 190391 Kampala Domestic Service 
in English 1700 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] President Yoweri Museveni has today had a 
meeting with the president of the Pan-Africanist Con- 
gress, PAC, Mr. Clarence Makwetu, who called on him at 
State House, Entebbe. Mr. Makwetu, who is on a four- 
day visit to Uganda, came to Uganda to make consulta- 
tions with President Museveni in his capacity as 
chairman of the OAU. Their discussions centered on the 
political situation in South Africa. Mr. Makwetu was 
accompanied by the PAC secretary for foreign affairs. 
Mr. Ahmed Ibrahim, and other officials from the orga- 
nization. 


Views United Front of Oppressed 


FA1003195291 Kampala Domestic Service 
in English 1000 GMT 10 Mar 91 


fText] The President of the PAC [Pan-Africanist Con- 
gress] of South Africa, Mr. Lawrence Makwetu, has said 
his organization will not allow the apartheid regime in 
South Africa to turn preconditions laid down in the 
Harare Declaration and the UN consensus declaration 
into negotiation issues. He told a press conference in 
Kampala yesterday that preconditions such as the release 
of political prisoners and return of political exiles should 
not be negotiated, but rather unconditionally imple- 
mented by the racist minority regime. 


He said the PAC is convinced that a principled united 
front of the oppressed will emerge around the demand 
for an elected constituent assembly. To ac ieve this, 
PAC 1s already talking to [words indistinct] the new 
unity movement, Azapo [Azanian People’s Organiza- 
tion], and other organizations of the oppressed with the 
aim of forging a principled united front to confront the 
common enemy with one voice. 


Mr. Makwetu added that the priorities of his organiza- 
tion this year are to further strengthen the grassroots 
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structures and to put an end to violence. It has also 
decided to forge a principled united front and to inten- 
sify the demands for an elected constituent assembly. 
Mr. Makwetu maintained that apartheid can neither be 
negotiated nor reformed, but must be totally eradicated. 


Earlier, the PAC chief was conducted on a tour of some 
tourist sites in Jinja, which included the source of the 
Nile, a wagon ferry, and Bujagali Falls. 


Vice President on Fighting AIDS in Country 


FA0903224091 Kampala Domestic Service 
in English 0700 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Text] The vice president, Dr. Samson Kisekka, has 
called on the medical professionals to meet the challenge 
of AIDS, HIV infection, and the suffering victims of 
AIDS in the management of health services. Dr. Kisekka 
was addressing surgeons on the occasion of the opening 
of a two-day seminar of the association of surgeons of 
Uganda at Kitovu Hospital in Masaka yesterday. 


The vice president said that the medical challenges of 
AIDS and HIV infection to this country are terrifying. 
He said the disease has become a countrywide epidemic 
of unprecedented magnitude. The government, he said. 
recognizes the social, cultural, ethical, legal. and eco- 
nomic consequences of this epidemic. The government 
has already established a national ministerial commis- 
sion to fight and control this disease, called the Uganda 
AIDS Commission. He called on everyone to join these 
efforts to fight AIDS. 


He explained that the constituted ministerial body will 
have a secretariat to be headed by a director general who 
will also be the secretary to the commission. The func- 
tions of the commission include, among other things, 
coordination and facilitation of all activities related to 
AIDS control throughout the country. Dr. Kisekka cau- 
tioned against weaanesses in implementation of policy 
decisions and looked forward to the fruitful work by the 
commission which he has himself been closely associated 
with. 
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Minister Viok Declares 6 Townships Unrest Areas 


Curfews Imposed 


MB1103191791 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Text] Several black townships on the Witwatersrand has 
been declared unrest areas following the violence over 
the weekend. This announcement was made today by the 
Minister of Law and Order Adriaan Viok. Mr. Viok also 
welcomed statements by the ANC [African National 
Congress] and the Inkatha Freedom Party stating that 
the police presence in black townships should be main- 
tained in order to keep the warring factions apart. 


The areas affected by the ruling are Alexandra, Tembisa, 
Meadowlands, Diepkloof, Soweto and Dobsonville. A 
curfew has been introduced in these areas between 0900 
[1900 GMT] in the evenings and 0400 in the morning. 
Employers of people affected by these curfews are 
requested to supply their workers with the necessary 
documentation. Mr. Viok expressed shock at the out- 
break of violence while he was attending the congress of 
the International Police Association in Port Elizabeth: 


[Begin Viok video recording] | am shocked at the develop- 
ments in Alexandra over the weekend. We monitored the 
situation closely today. At the moment it is under control 
but the situation is very explosive and very tense. In order 
to prevent a further outbreak of unrest and the loss of life 
I have decided, on the advice of the South African Police, 
7 declare these areas as unrest areas with immediate 
effect. 


[Unidentified reporter) What does this include? 


[Vlok] It means. among other things, that we are intro- 
ducing a curfew. The aim is not to inconvenience people 
but we have to get people off the streets through these 
measures. They can go to work tomorrow bul we have to 
bring the situation under control for tonight and the 
nights ahead, so that we can calm the emotions of people. 
I want to ask employers to understand that we are not 
doing this to inconvenience anyone but to enable us to 
save lives. [end recording] 


ANC, PAC Oppose Declaration 


MB1 203071391 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 0600 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Text] The unrest declaration of six areas in the Witwa- 
tersrand has been criticized by right and left-wing polit- 
ical parties in South Africa. 


Alexandra, Dobsonville, Meadowlands, Diepkloof, 
Soweto and Tembisa, have been subject to dusk to dawn 
curfews by the minister of law and order, Adriaan Viok. 


The Alexandra Civic, the ANC [African National Con- 
gress}, and the PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress], have said 
an increased police presence will make the situation 
worse. Alexandra Civic and ANC spokesman, Popo 
Molefe, says the move has taken the peace initiatives 
away from those whom it affects most. The PAC has 
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called for all sides to begin serious peace talks. The 
Conservative Party says the violence is a direct result of 
the government's power-sharing policies. 


The Democratic Party [DP] has come out in support of 
the move. The DP’s Natal leader, Denis Worrall, says it’s 
justified because of the heavy loss of life. 


More than 50 people have died and scores have been 
injured since the fighting began on Saturday. 


SCA Condemns Declaration 


MB1203093791 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 0900 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Text] There has been more condemnation of the decla- 
ration of unrest areas in the Witwatersrand. 


The Soweto Civic Association [SCA] has joined the ANC 
[African National Congress]. the PAC [Pan-Africanist 
Congress], and the Alexandra Civic [as heard], in saying 
the curfew will do little to stop the violence. In a 
Statement released today, SCA Secretary General Pat 
(Lophunye) says the police are known by the community 
to be impartial [as heard]. 


The SCA has called for the hostel system to be abolished, 
for the migratory labor system to be done away with, and 
for the removal of the curfew. 


Alexandra Death Toll at 54 


MB1203083291 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 0700 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Text] The death toll from unrest in the Reef township 
stands at 54. Police say a number of people who died in 
hospital have been unaccounted for. 


Spokesman C.Jonel Frans Malherbe says two incidents 
were reported in Alexandra overnig'it. He says another 
body has been found in the township 


[Begin Malherbe recording] We had two separate inci- 
dents at Alexandra last night—that was, before mid- 
night. In the one incident there was a petrol bomb attack 
on a police vehicle patrol. The police fired at the 
attackers, nobody was hit, and they managed to escape. 
However, the police are following this up this morning 
and will search the area to find these guys. 


Then I may just say that another body was found last 
night, also in Alexandra. We have experienced a very 
quiet night throughout. There were no incidents around 
the areas as far as my knowledge goes. [end recording] 


ANC, Inkatha Officials Seek Halt to Violence 


MB0803063491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0542 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] Johannesburg March 8 SAPA—South Africa 
belonged to all its indigenous people—it did not belong 
to Zulus or Xhosas, Inkatha or the ANC [African 
National Congress]. Mr Tokym Segoale, an executive 
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member of Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of the Nation 
(MK)}—ANC military wing], said on Thursday night. 


Mr Segoale was addressing a | .000-strong Inkatha crowd 
at Ihe Mzimhlophe/Meadowlands hostel at a meeting 
called to d«fuse violence which erupted in the hostel on 
Sunday night, in which 25 people were killed. 


The meeting was also addressed by Inkatha Youth Bri- 
gade Themba Khoza, in a joint effort by the two organ- 
isations to end violence among their supporters. 


A similar meeting will be held at the ANC’s constituency 
next Thursday. 


A peace monitoring committee, headed by Mr Khoza and 
Mr Segoale, has been formed and both leaders will be 
allowed to visit each side in a bid to oversee progress on 
peace. 


Mr Segoale said the land belonged to the forefathers and 
great leaders like Shaka, Dingane, Sekhukhuni, Khamia 
and Hintsa. 


“Our great heroes will rise from their graves in shame to 
find that we are fighting against each over nothing,” he said. 


“The ANC does not belong to Xhosas, Zulus or Sothos., 
it belongs to the oppressed. Also Inkatha does not belong 
to Zulus only. 


“Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi and Nelson Mandela were 
comrades in the ANC youth leagues in the 40s. Both 
leaders have no vote in this country. 


“What are you fighting for? Do you know that you are 
supposed to be farmers instead of migrant workers, but 
because you were dispossessed of your land, you were 
forced to work in Johannesburg,” he told the meeting. 


“The struggle does not belong to Mandela or Buthelezi 
but to all the people. Mandela was not the first prisoner 
on Robben Island but King Cetshwayo, who was sen- 
tenced by the British.” 


Mr Khoza said there were no “Zulus or Xhosas™ as both 
nations belonged to the Nguni group. He said he was 
shocked by the recent killings. 


“Unnecessary blood has flowed for nothing. We are 
looking forward to the day when an Inkatha member 
would voluntarily cross the floor and join the ANC, and 
vise versa. Every organisation has the right to recruit 
without fear and intimidation,” he said. 


Mr Khoza urged Inkatha members to help in resettling 
those who were forced to flee their homes. 


Inkatha Fails To Attend ANC Natal Coast Talks 


MB0803172491 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 1500 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] Peace talks on Natal’s south coast had to be 
cancelled today. Carmel Rickard reports this is because 
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the Inkatha delegation did not turn up for what would 
have been the first peace discussions in the area: 


[Rickard] Today’s peace talks between Inkatha and the 
ANC [African National Congress] were scheduled to begin 
at 1000 [0800 GMT], but by lunchtime there was serious 
doubt whether the Inkatha side would arrive. During the 
afternoon the ANC delegation discovered that the Inkatha 
delegation were experiencing some problems and that they 
would not be attending the meeting. 


Addressing a news briefing later in the afternoon, the ANC 
said there had been no official explanation from Inkatha 
about why they had not shown up. They added that the 
ANC was making a strong appeal for peace and hoped it 
would soon be possible for the two sides to meet. 


Meanwhile, violence in the lower south coast area 1s 
continuing. At least five homes were burned down this 
morning, and there have been unconfirmed reports of 
five youths being killed today. 


ANC Seeks ‘Urgent’ Talks 


MB1003 102891 Johanneshure SUNDAY STAR 
in English 10 Mar 91 p4 


[Report by Brian King: “Seventeen Die in South Coast 
Violence” | 


[Text] The African National Congress [ANC] ts to seek an 
urgent peace meeting with Inkatha in the wake of the worst 
upsurge of political violence on the Natal South Coast, the 
biggest challenge now to the January 29 accord. 


Since last Saturday, at least 17 people have been killed in 
and around Murchison, near Port Shepstone, with 
unconfirmed estimates put the figure at 30. 


Unconfirmed reports received on Friday were that 
another seven youths had been found dead close to the 
Bhuqu River near Mbotsha on Friday afternoon. 


Thousands of children are now starving, hundreds of 
people have fled the Murchison/Bhoybhoy area, where 
all the schools have been closed, and more attacks are 
expected in the wake of the planned 10- a-side peace 
talks which never got off the ground on Friday at Port 
Shepstone’s Anglican Church. 


Minutes before the talks were to begin, four men from 
the Bhoybhoyi area, including a Reverend Xolo, arrived 
at the hall to report that their homes had been burnt, and 
that their families had fled. 


On Thursday night, about 50 people were sleeping on 
pavements in Port Shepstone and late on Friday, people 
were still walking through the town carrying possessions. 


Unrest monitor and director of inter-church agency 
Practical Ministries, the Reverend Danny Chetty, said 
he knew of 17 people who had died—that’s until early 
Friday afternoon, but added that unconfirmed reports 
put this figure at more than 30. 
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Most of the fighting appears to have occurred between 
Mbotsha’s Inkatha supporters (mainly the Ndwalane 
clan) and ANC youth. 


Police are on siandby this weekend. 


Project coordinator of the community organisation 
Ziphakamise, Heather Harrison, said on Friday they had 
had to close their 13 creches in Bhoybhoyi and sur- 
rounding areas, and evacuate 33 children in Nyandezulu 
to “a hiding place”. 


Screaming schoolchildren fled from the Sister Jones 
High School in Bhoybhoyi on Monday and Thursday 
minutes before shots were heard around the school. 


“It's absolute hell,’ said Mrs. Harrison. 


“Normally we feed 4,000 class one and two children a 
day, but it’s too dangerous to go in and they are not 
coming out,” she said. 


Interim Government During Negotiations Rejected 


MB0803 194191 Johannesburg THE CITIZEN 
in English 8 Mar 91 p 10 


[Unattributed report: “No Interim Govt, Says Viljoen™] 


[Text] The government is adamant that it will not allow an 
interim government to take over while negotiations are 
under way, the Minister of Constitutional Development, 
Dr. Gerrit Viljoen, said in Vanderbijlpark last night. 


The procedure the government was following was one of 
negotiation, and not of abdication io the ANC [African 
National Congress]. 


Dr. Viljoen said that in the new constitution the 
minority groups would be protected and so would the 
owners of land and property. 


“We are open to suggestions and other peoples’ ideas but 
in the end it 1s the Parliament that is responsible for the 
decision making.” 


He said that before the end of this session of Parliament 
(June) the Group Areas Act as wel! @ ‘913 and 1936 
Land Acts would have been abo!:: 


These were the lasi bastions of the ap d systems and 
once they are gone the different leaders in the country 
could sit down and start planning a formula by which the 
negotiations can operate he said. 


In the next week or two the government would produce 
a White Paper in which they would clearly state its policy 
and plans for the future of this country, he said. 


Dr. Viljoen said the minority groups would be protected 
by a natural process of economic filtration and laws that 
would protect peoples’ property and person. 


He stressed that no property would be taken from its 
legal owners and sold or handed over to anybody. 
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“Although the Separate Amenities Act had been scrapped, 
the heavens had still not fallen upon us, as the CP 
[Conservative Party] and other doomsday prophets pre- 
dicted.” 


He requested that all the peoples of South Africa should 
at all times and at all levels negotiate and communicate 
in order to build a new nation for the new South Africa. 


Further Reportage on Call for Constituent Assembly 


Deputy Minister Delport Rejects Idea 


MBO0803185091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1808 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[By Craig Doonan] 


[Text] Johannesburg Mar 8 SAPA—The election of a con- 
stituent assembly in South Africa would weaken the govern- 
ment, create confrontation, whip up emotions and could 
lead to a stalemate or to the majority party enforcing its 
policies. 


This was said in Johannesburg on Friday [8 March] by 
the Deputy Minister of Constitutional Development and 
Provincial Affairs Dr J.T. Delport. Speaking at a panel 
discussion On a constituent assembly, organised by the 
Community Development Foundation, Dr Delport said 
the alternative to a constituent assembly and an interim 
government lay in a multi-party conference. 


Sharing the platform with leaders from the African 
National Congress, Pan Africanist Congress, Azanian Peo- 
ple’s Organisation and the Democratic Party, Dr Delport 
spelled out the government's reasons for rejecting a con- 
Stituent assembly and an interim government. The 
National Party, not an interim government, should and 
would stay in power until a new constituent assembly 
elected by the present Parliament, he said. “The radical 
and unqualified transfer of power [words indistinct] 
interim government in anticipation of unbridled majority 
rule would undermine the stability of government, jeopar- 
dize administrative continuity and imply an unwarranted 
transfer of power to an unidentified entity, negating the 
need for the negotiation process.” 


A new constitution had to be the product of negotiations 
and should embrace the hopes and ideals of as many of the 
component interest groups of the nation, he said. Minori- 
ties, including the main ethnic and cultural groups, had to 
be guaranteed a meaningful part in the shaping of the 
Constitution, Dr Delport said, adding, there had to be real 
power-sharing, not domination by the simple arithmetic 
majority. Even if an election were to resuli in a balance of 
power, an election would still be out of place at this stage. 
“At a moment in our history when we need reconciliation 
and compromise, an election has a confrontational effect, 
heating the air and the emotions,” Dr Delport explained. 
The election process would be characterised by different 
party manifestos opposed to one another, representing dif- 
ferent models for a new constitution. Rhetoric and mass 
action would whip up emotions. Standpoints and policies 
would be hardened into cast-iron moulds, and all flexibility 
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for negotiation would be lost, he said. “Once we accept the 
fact that negotiations should be conducted open-mindedly 
and in a spirit of goodwill and willingness to compromise, a 
constituent assembly disqualifies itself as the ideal mecha- 
nism because delegates would be representing a particular 
model and mandate they have been campaigning for, and 
which they have put forward to their constituents as their 
goal.” 


This would leave no room for compromise and would 
lead to the situation where either the majority party 
would enforce its model, or, if the necessary majority 
could not be obtained, a stalemate position would ensue. 
“Neither of these two alternatives is acceptable: in fact 
both are highly undesirable,” he said. The election of a 
constituent assembly would immediately weaken the 
position of the present government because of the role 
assigned to the assembly. “The fact that the govern- 
ment’s role in terms of constitutional reform will actu- 
ally be transferred to the constituent assembly, would 
create a situation in which the very existence of the 
government is placed in the hands of another body.” 
This was totally unacceptable, he said. 


Turning to an interim government, Dr Delport said: 
“The legitimate government of South Africa must and 
will remain in power until such time as a new constitu- 
tion is legislated for by the present Parliament”. The 
government's demonstrated sincerity to negotiate a new 
dispensation in a multi-party forum rendered an interim 
government and constituent assembly unnecessary, he 
said. The government saw this as a conference which 
would comprise representatives of all political parties 
and organisations with proven support. Such a confer- 
ence could initiate a process through which consensus 
about a future negotiation forum could be achieved, Dr 
Delport added. Leaders would first have to come to an 
understanding about criteria for qualifying as a political 
party or Organisation, guidelines for assessing proven 
support, methods to persuade unwilling parties to par- 
ticipate, the inviting authority or host calling the first 
meeting, and the logistics of the conference. 


Dr Delport said Constitutional Development and Plan- 
ning Minister Dr Gerrit Viljoen had put forward points 
for an agenda towards this end. These involved who and 
how groups would be represented; seeking agreement on 
the main principles on which a new constitution should 
be based and broadening the basis of political involve- 
ment during the transitional period of negotiations. 
Once a multi-party conference became a reality the 
process of nation-building would have started, he said. 


Black Leaders Discuss Call 


MB0803 195691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1930 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[By Craig Doonan] 


[Text] Johannesburg Mar 8 SAPA—If the government 
wanted to end “race rule” it would not reject the election of 
a constituent assembly and the creation of an interim 
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government, African National Congress [ANC] legal spe- 
cialist Mr Penuel Maduna said in Johannesburg on Friday 
[8 March]. 


Speaking at a panel discussion on a constituent assembly 
with leaders of the NP [National Party], PAC [Pan- 
Africanist Congress], Azapo [Azanian People’s Organi- 
zation] and the DP [Democratic Party], Mr Maduna said 
the government was illegitimate and legitimacy could 
only be established in South Africa by democratically 
electing a constituent assembly. 


The ANC had chosen the path of a constituent assembly 
not because it wanted to exclude other groups from 
negotiations, but because it would give all political 
groups a chance to put forward their views. A constituent 
assembly was the most democratic choice leading to 
drawing up a new constitution, Mr Maduna said. It was 
also important for all political groups to come together in 
the form of a multi-party conference to negotiate specific 
issues facing the country. However, there was a need for 
a set of principles to bind the parties to the conference. 
Questions on who would host the conference would have 
to be addressed. Mr Maduna reiterated the ANC’s posi- 
tion that a multi-party conference should lead to a 
constituent assembly and an interim government. 


Azanian People’s Organisation Deputy President Dr 
Aubrey Mokoape said his organisation was the pioneer 
of the concept of a constituent assembly which was the 
only legitimate body that could draw up a new constitu- 
tion. Azapo, however, rejected an all-party congress and 
an interim government. The government controlled the 
entire infrastructure in South Africa including the secu- 
rity forces, finance and the media, and Azapo could 
therefore not hold any fruitful discussions with them in 
that climate. “Unless we equilibrate the power, any talk 
with them can only take the form of the natives being 
briefed by the bosses.” Dr Mokoape said. 


Azapo further rejected a multi-party conference because 
the government and “imperialist forces” would be 
heavily weighted with resources and would thus over- 
whelm the liberation forces. Azapo would call for the 
intervention of a third party such as the Organisation of 
African Unity, or the Non-Aligned Movement in over- 
seeing a constituent assembly, Dr Mokoape said. This 
third party, rather than an internal interim government, 
would act as a “caretaker government” after the 
National Party government had resigned. 


Azapo supported a consultative conference of liberation 
movements which could create a united front, intensify 
the struggle, call off present “farcical negotiations” with 
the government and adopt a code of conduct permitting 
free political activity. 


Pan Africanist Congress Deputy President Mr Dikgang 
Moseneke reiterated his organisation's support for ao >- 
stituent assembly and rejection of an interim governm © 

A constituent assembly was “common sense” and w 4) 


ensure that liberation movements had a strong hand in 
process of transition towards a democracy, Mr Mose:.cke 
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said. The PAC also rejected a multi-party conference 
which sought to “subvert popular support and the role of 
the oppressed in creating a democracy”. An interim gov- 
ernment would also pose problems, Mr Mosencke said. 
Who would run the interim government and how it would 
be run were problematic questions, he added. 


Democratic Party Leader Dr Zach de Beer came out in 
favour of a referendum to legitimate a new constitution, 
adding a constituent assembly would be the second best 
method. The DP also favoured a multi-party conference 
which would draft a document for it 10 be submitted to a 
referendum. 


The existing government and Parliament should, after 
the drawing-up and acceptance of a new constitution, 
take a progressively lower profile, and allow the libera- 
tion movement leadership to become more involved in 
decision-making. 


Azapo Says ‘Racist Regime’ Ploy 
MB0903 140091 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 
1350 GMT ¥ Mar 91 


[Text] Pietersburg March 9 SAPA—The call for an 
all-party conference did not originate from the ranks of 
the oppressed, but was a mechanism designed to legiti- 
muse the “racist regime”. 


This was said on Saturday by Azanian People’s Organisa- 
tion (Azapo) President Mr Pandelani Nefolovhodwe 
during the organisation's 10th Regional Congress held at 
Mangweng in Pietersburg. Addressing about 1.500 dele- 
gatcs and observers, Mr Nefolovhodwe said the ruling class 
had initiated the all-party conference and guaranteed the 
conference would be under its control. “The ruling class 
wants to use this platform to demonstrate to the world that 
puppet structures and parties are important partners in the 
resolution of the conflict in Azania,” he added. 


Mr Nefolovhodwe further rejected the call for an interim 
government, saying if meant “governing with the 
National Party [NP] regime, with its laws. security forces 
and its white oppressive structures.” He told an emo- 
tionally charged crowd the interim government would 
not alter power relations between the ruling and working 
class. Quoting from a 198! Azapo document, which 
advocated a constituent assembly, Mr Nefolovhodwe 
said the assembly was the only peaceful way to ensure the 
transfer of power to the people. The all-party conference. 
he said, was a disguised form of the “massively rejected 
and discredited national convention”. 


Azapo supported the liberation movement's patriotic 
front because it would accelerate the over-throw of the 
“NP regime”. Mr Nefolovhodwe said there was no such 
thing as the “third force.” “It is the South African 
regime, through its hit squads, which kills and maims 
our people.” he alleged. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 19 


ANC Kicks Off Campaign 


81103152791 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 
1455 GMT 11 Mar 9! 


[By Connie Molusi] 


[Text] Johannesburg Mar 11 SAPA—The African 
National Congress on Monday accused the government 
of reyecting its demand for constituent assembly because 
it was afraid South Africans would produce a constitu- 
tion in conflict with their vision. 


Addressing a Johannesburg press conference to launch a 
signature ca‘ ipaign demanding a constituent assembly 
and an interim government, Mr Mzwai Piliso said only 
the National Party reyected a constituent assembly. It 
feared the participation of the masses in deciding what 
kind of South Africa they would like, he added. 


The jot campaign by the ANC, the South African 
Communist Party [SACP]. and the Congress of South 
African Trade Unions [Cosatu] would involve house- 
to-house visits and would climax on June 16. 


Mr Piliso said the NP sought to counter the demand for an 
interim government with a “super cabinet™ which would 
be subjected to its manipulation. “We believe that a 
democratic South Africa can only be built on the basis of a 
constitution that emerges from a democratic process. The 
people of South Africa have never contributed to the 
drawing up of a constitution in our country,” he added. 


Cosatu said workers would collect signatures in factories. 
mines, shops and farms in april, while a march 1 all 
major cities to demand a constituent assembly and 
highlight certain demands to be incorporated in a new 
constitution was carmarked for June. 


SACP General Secretary Mr Joe Slovo said the campaign 
was not intended to create a bargaining chip for the ANC 
at the negotiation table but rather to demonstrate to the 
world the thinking of South African people. Mr Slovo 
said different signals were emerging from the NP. refer- 
ring to president F 'W de Klerk’s speech during the 
Maitland by-elections two weeks ago, where he said the 
NP had the power to prevent a constitution thal was 
against the party's values. He said the ANC was faced 
with a negotiating partner opposed to the only known 
way to elect a democratic government. 


ANC internal leader Mr Walter Sisulu said his organisa- 
tion would attempt to persuade other organisations such 
as the PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] and Azapo [Aza- 
nian People’s Organization}|—which have rejected the 
idea of an interim government—to participate in the 
signature campaign. 


Cosatu General Secretary Mr Jay Naidoo said the gov- 
ernment's unilateral restructuring of the economy would 
cause conflict. Mr Naidoo said the federation would 
begin a process of engaging the ANC to ensure that the 
demands of workers were included in any ANC pro- 
posals for a new constitution. 
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The campaign, which kicked off with top ANC person- 
alities signing their signatures on Monday afternoon, will 
lead to regional and branch workshops from March | 1 to 
17 to prepare volunteers for the door-to-door campaign. 
The three organisations will host joint rallies on March 
21 to la.ach the campaign ct grassroots level. Their 
National Executive Committee members will join the 
dour-to-door campaign on March 23 and 24 


Further on Alexandra Hunger-Striking Students 


Education Minister To Meet Students 


MB1103114891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1118 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Text] Johannesburg Mar || SAPA—Alexandra student 
activists on their sixth day of hunger strike in protest 
against the school system in the township seem to be four 
days away from their goal—Education Minister Stoffel 
van der Merwe has indicated he will meet them on 
Friday [15 March]. 


The strikers told a Johannesburg press conference on 
Monday they had received a call on the expected meeting 
from the minister's spokeswoman in Cape Town. 


In another development, eight principals from locals 
schools have joined a sit-in by 18 youths in an office 
adjacent to the municipal buildings. 


Mr Mike Maile, coordinator of the Education Crisis 
Committee in Alexandra, told reporters the principals 
would leave on Monday afternoon but return on 
Tuesday morning. 


News of the minister's decision came as students 
announced plans for a protest march on Thursday. 


The march was to have been a “physica! expression” of 
their anger over alleged moves by the authorities to evict 
the youths and end the sit-in. 


The students reiterated their vow they would not suspend 
their protest action until they met Dr van der Merwe. 


A possible stumbling block could be the venue for the 
meeting, as the students are demanding he meet them in the 
tiny rectangular room where they have staged the sit-in. 


Students have given the authorities until March 19 to 
begin implementing their demands on improvements to 
the schools, said Mr Maile. 


—As the protest entered its sixth day on Monday, two 
hunger strikers remain in hospital and two more are 
said to be weakening. A number of students are 
complaining of stomach cramps, headaches and dizz1- 
ness. “We're prepared to sacrifice our lives.” one of 
the hunger strikers, Mr Toboho Mosenohi, told SAPA 
during a brief interview. 


Schooling in the township was at a standstill on Monday 
following violent confrontations between African 
National Congress and Inkatha members o er the 
weekend. 
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Mr Maile called on the rival groups to halt fighting. 


“We urge the two sides to stop fighting each other to 
allow normal schooling to continue,” he told reporters. 


Dy Grant Rex, of the Alexandra Clinic, told SAPA the 
fast was beginning to take its toll. 


He said the protesters were losing weight but were not in 
a life- threatening situation. 


Students End Protest 


MB1203100891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0913 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[By Craig Doonan] 


[Text] Johannesburg Mar |2 SAPA—Twelve Alexandra 
students ended a seven-day hunger strike on Tuesday [12 
March] morning after Education Minister Dr Stoffel van 
der Merwe agreed to meet a delegation on Friday to 
discuss education problems in the township. 


Alexandra Congress of SA [South African] Students 
(Cosas) spokesman Mr Neane Ntuli said he had received a 
faxed message from Dr van der Merwe stating he would 
meet a 10-person delegation on Friday at 8AM to discuss 
education problems in the township. However, the min- 
ister had required that the hunger strike and sit-in at the 
Alexandra circuit inspector's offices end before the 
meeting takes place, Mr Ntuli said. He added the hunger 
strike would end at 11 AM Tuesday, but the sit-in would 
continue. 


Dr van der Merwe's secretary Ms Caro Hoon confirmed 
on Tuesday the minister had sent the fax but said the 
meeting would only take place if the sit-in and hunger 
strike ended and if agreement could be reached on a 
mutually acceptable venue. Ms Hoon said the meeting 
would only be finalised after Alexandra circuit tnspector 
Mr Richard Motau had met Cosas and if they agreed to 
the conditions set. Mr Ntuli saia, sxowever, the sit-in 
would continue but the 12 student hunger-strikers, four 
of whom are in hospital, would start cating at 11 AM. 
Cosas also reyected Dr van der Merwe’s statement that 
he would meet only 10 people, and would send 14 
delegates instead. “We request the minister to under- 
stand that our delegation must consist of principals, 
teachers, students and community organisation repre- 
sentatives,” Mr Ntuli said. 


Meanwhile, 18 Alexandra principals joined 24 students 
in the solidarity sit-in on Tuesday, according to a local 
principal. Carter Primary School Principal Mr Alex- 
ander Modise said on Tuesday morning the principals 
represented schools falling under the Alexandra circuit 
and decided to join the sit-in to support students’ 
demands for improved education facilities in the town- 
ship. “We're part of the education structure in Alexandra 
and we can't divorce ourselves from the conditions 
facing education,” Mr Modise said. 
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Teachers in the township would continue teaching, he said, 
although it was not clear whether normal teaching had 
resumed on Tuesday following a weekend of political 
violence in Alexandra which left at least 45 people dead. 


Report Incorrect, Strike Continues 
MB1203110491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1016 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Text] Johannesburg Mar 12 SAPA—Education Minister 
Stoffel van der Merwe’s secretary said on Tuesday [12 
March] a ‘ax concerning a meeting with Alexandra stu- 
dents did not call for an end to a hunger strike by 12 
Students protesting education conditions in the township. 


Ms Caro Hoon said the fax merely called for the end to 
a sit-in at the Alexandra circuit inspector's office. 


Earlier a Cosas [Congress of South African Students] 
spokesman mistakenly told SAPA the fax called for an 
end to both forms of protest. 


Democratic Party Forinulates ‘Strategy Document’ 


MB0803213291 Johanneshure THE CITIZEN 
in English 8 Mar 91 p 13 


[Report by Brian Stuart: “DP To Remain a Separate 
Political Entity] 


[Text] Cape Town—A new strategy document stating that 
the Democratic Party [DP] will “remain a separate polit- 
ical entity”, while accepting that mergers or alliances are 
likely within the next few years, has been endorsed by the 
National Council of the Democratic Party. 


Mr. David Gant, chairman of the national council, said 
the document effectively put an end to speculation that 
the DP was either ready to disband or be sucked into 
other political organisations, such as the National Party 
[NP] or the ANC [African National Congress]. 


The DP has also approved a plan of action, proposed last 
year for the party to expand its membership to 150,000 
by the end of 1993, and to extend its influence on South 
African events. 


Since February 2 last year the State President, Mr. F.W. 
de Klerk, and his Cabinet had begun progressively to 
adopt the principies and policies that were the basis of 
the CP’s [Conservative Party] [as published] 1989 elec- 
tion manifesto, Mr. Gant said yesterday. 


Although some had seen this as usurping the DP’s 
“liberal democracy” policies, this development of DP- 
style thinking within the NP leadership was welcomed 
and “received with a great deal of relief within the DP. 


“There is, in fact, a sense of pride and triumph among 
DP supporters that the road they have for so long 
mapped out for South Africa is now being followed by 
those who for so long refused to recognise it.” 
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Mr. Gant added that the reason for continuing the DP’s 
independent status was that no other political organisa- 
tion truly understood or practised the liberal democratic 
principles to which the DP was committed. 


The strategy document says the DP is committed to “a 
true, non-racial, liberal democracy which includes a 
tolerance of the right to dissent.” 


This means “a style of politics that promotes stability 
and peaceful progress in all spheres, and rejects all forms 
of violence, intimidation, coercion and corruption.” 


DP policy still remains a federal system of government, 
with the maximum devolution of power to regional and 
local authorities. 


The document states the DP accepted that mergers. 
alliances and other realignments were “very likely—and 
desirable—over the next two to four years. 


“While the DP expects to be part of that process, 11 1s too 
early for the DP to assume which other political organ- 
isations, including the NP or the ANC, are committed to 
such values. 


“The DP must provide a home for those who support its 
principles politics and political style. 


“It must expand its membership to 150,000 by the end of 
1993, and must be able to poll at least 12 percent of the 
vote in the first non-racial national elections under the 
new constitution.” 


Mr. Gant said that this expanded support base was 
fundamental to the DP’s long-term objective of being an 
influential part of a bigger political entity at some time in 
the future. 


The DP should therefore also use its political credibility 
to promote interaction and alliances, to help generate 
solutions to the country’s problems, and promote a 
culture of tolerance. 


The basic policy iniatives are set out in five points within 
the document: 


—*A negotiated democratic constitution which incorpo- 
rates a federal system and restricts the powers of the 
state. 

— “A social market economy which addresses the prob- 
lems of poverty and inequality while promoting eco- 
nomic growth. 

—"“A development programme to enable people vw 
become participants in a growing economy rather than 
recipients of charity. 

—The establishment of structures in government and 
society that promote nation-building and a shared 
common vision. 

—“The recognition of the cultural diversity of South 
Africans as a national asset which can be developed in 
a spirit of mutual respect, tolerance and conciliation”. 
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Within this natronal framework, the document sets our 
specific targets and plans of action for the party's 
national, regional and local structures. The object 1s “to 
make a difference on the ground”. 


Denies Party To Disband 
M BO0803 131891 Johanneshure SABC 1V 1 Network 
in Enelish 0500 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] The Democratic Party [DP] has compiled a strategy 
document in a bid to end speculation that it is about to 
disband or merge with other political organizations. 


The chairman of the DP’s national council, Mr. David 
Gant, said his party would continue to make contact and 
interact with political movements across the spectrum. 
He said the DP believed that the time for rhetoric was 
passed and that specific action plans with timetables had 
to be formulated. Mr. Gant added that the DP would 
develop a comprehensive policy to meet these needs. 


DP Says Referendum To Legitimize Constitution 


M B0803115691 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 
1106 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] Johannesburg March 8 SAPA—The best way to 
legitimate South Africa’s new constitution would be 
through a referendum, the leader of the Democratic 
Party [DP], Dr Zach de Beer, said on Friday [8 Mar]. 


The second best method would be through a constitu- 
tional assembly, he said in an address during a pane! 
discussion on the constituent assembly organised by the 
Community Development Foundation. 


“It seems to me very clear that the constitution can only 
be given its authority - can only be leestimated, if you 
like that word - by the people themselves.” 


The way for people to vote directly was at a referendum. 


Dr De Beer said he differed from the African Nationai 
Congress and others about the procedure for writing the 
constitution. 


The election, by universal sufirage, 6! ..9 assembly, with 
full power to write and implemes’ ihe constitution, 
seemed to imply that whomever had the majority in the 
assembly could trample the minorities and leave them 
without protection. 


“Now this would stultify the whole purpose as I see i. 
which is to protect individuals and minorities against 
oppression by majorities and governments.” 


The views of the minorities should be thoroughly taken 
into account in the drafting and writing of the constitution 
otherwise there would be eternal conflict in the country. 


This would make it easier for them to accept. respect and 
obey the constitution once it was established even if their 
claims were ultimately rejected. 


Dr De Beer believed that the mooted multi-party con- 
ference should draft a document by the widesi possible 


FBIS-AFR-91-048 
12 March 1991 


agreement for submission to a referendum of a constit- 
vent assembly with a limited life and limited powers. 


“Once the constitution has been authorised by the people. 
there must be a general election in terms of that constitu- 
tion to elect the first parliament of the new South Africa.” 


Legally. 11 would be necessary for the present parliament 
to enact the new constitution after the people had 
authorised i, because there was no accountable or legit- 
imate body of people to succeed it 


ANC Denies Reports of Cooperation With CCB 
B07031108591 Johanneshure SOWETAN 
in English 7 Mar 91 p S$ 


[Report by political correspondent Ismail Lagardien: 
“ANC Denies It Worked With CCB] 


[Text] The CC8 (Civil Cooperation Bureau) has alleged 
that « worked with the ANC [African National Con- 
gress} while the movement was banned 


According to reports in an Afrikaans weekend paper, the 
CCB had operated on a “friendly basis” and “personal 
level” with the ANC to dissuade the movement that 
certain operations that the movement had planned were 
“indiscriminate.” 


The ANC has dismissed the allegation as unspeakably 
far-fetched. “These reports are an attempt to avoid the 
partinent questions thay have been raised in recent days. 


“If they (the CCB) say that they advised an ANC cadre 
not to shoot down a plane—as they alleged—they were 
failing in their duties. 


“Why didn't they arrest them ...?.” Dr. Pallo Jordan of 
the ANC’s department of information and publicity said 
yesterday. 


The reports about alleged cooperation between the CCB 
and the ANC were made to RAPPORT in a secret and 
dramatic exchange. 


According to the documents released to the Sunday 
paper, a plot by the South African Communist P oriy take 
control of the ANC was allegedly thwarted by the CCB. 


The document also alleges that a programme was 
launched (with the held of the CCB) whereby ANC 
members inflicted with AIDS were to be treated abroad. 


The document explains that the CCB was to be “the first 
line of defence outside the country.” 


Internal operations were limited to the monitor of infil- 
tration and the recording of routes used by guerillas. 


These operations benefitted carly warning and preemp- 
tive strikes and hits, according to the document. 


The document explains that the idea was to concentrate 
on the enemy abroad—not the host country—and to 
make its communication networks obsolete, disrupt 
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infiltration routes, find and destroy arms caches infil- 
trate “enemy” intelligence units. 


“We followed our seniors blindly,” the document states. 


Minister Knew of CCB Earlier Than Stated 


MB0803083691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0817 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] Pretoria March 8 SAPA—Minister of Defence 
General Magnus Malan knew about the existence of the 
[Civil Cooperation Bureau] as early as December 1988, 
according to documents handed in to the Pretoria 
Supreme Court on Thursday. 


BEELD newspaper reports that one of the documents 
had been signed by Gen Malan himself. 


It was a year earlier than the date he mentioned in a 
statement in March last year. Gen Malan said then he 
had only become aware of the CCB’s existence towards 
the end of November. 


The documents were handed in at the Supreme Court as 
evidence in the applications of three CCB members. 


They are claiming, on the basis of service contracts 
which had been concluded with them according to the 
CCB’s financial and personnel plan, R{rand]1.6 million 
from Gen Malan, head of the SADF [South African 
Defense Force] General Kat Liebenberg and the acting 
head of the Special Forces, Colonel Malcolm Kinghorn. 


Gen Malan did not hand in a replying statement. How- 
ever, sworn statements were among others handed in by 
Gen Liebenberg and Major-Gen Joep Joubert, former 
chairman of the CCB. 


Documents handed in by the members’ legal team 
revealed that Gen Malan had signed a ministerial autho- 
risation on December 5, 1988, allowing a member of the 
Defence Force to go on early pension so that he could 
join the CCB. 


“Should you agree with the recommendation, it is 
requested that you sign the accompanying ministerial 
authorisation,” Gen Malan’s document said. 


The managing director of the CCB, Mr Joe Verster, said 
in his statement the statement of intention was issued as 
early as December 1988 when Gen Malan had signed the 
ministerial authorisation “to enable members to obtain a 
privilege in this manner”. 


A copy of a handwritten note by General Joubert dated 
November 30, 1988, was also handed in authorising the 
personnel plan of the CCB. In the note he confirmed that 
“the head of the SADF and the minister of defence had 
been informed of the plan for the CCB.” 
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Opposition Urges Malan’s Resignation 


MB0803 145591 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 1400 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] Both parliamentary opposition parties have 
renewed calls for the resignation of Magnus Malan. The 
row has flared up again with the defense minister 
claiming he did not read a document he signed which 
permitted an SADF [South African Defense Force] 
member to join the shadowy CCB (Civil Cooperation 
Bureau]. This was a year before Malan claims to have 
become aware of the existence of the secret military unit. 


Tiaan van der Merwe of the Democratic Party says even 
if Malan’s claim is true, it betrays such monumental 
incompetence that resignation is the only viable option. 


The reappointment of former CCB head Colonel Joe 
Verster is also drawing critical comment. Van der Merwe 
says although it appears the SADF had no legal alterna- 
tive, the situation is far from satisfactory. 


[Begin Van der Merwe recording] Clearly it would seem 
that they have probably been making promises that they 
could not keep and were going to treat him as a scape- 
goat. | think it may be inconvenient for them to have 
Verster inside the defense establishment rather than 
having him outside of it. | think it’s going to be a difficult 
one to handle for them. 


Much as it is unsatisfactory that he should be back in it, 
there are a hell of a lot of other peole who have got to 
take the blame with him as well. So, if there’s going to be 
a cleanup job, I think it’s important that we get the facts 
first, and we are very far from that. [end recording] 


Verster Reinstated as ‘Disbanded’ CCB Director 


MB0803102591 Johannesburg THE STAR 
in English 8 Mar 91 p 1 


[Unattributed report: “Verster Reinstated as Head of 
‘Disbanded’ CCB” } 


[Text] Joe Verster has been reinstated as managing 
director of the Civil Cooperation Bureau (CCB)—even 
though the organisation was officially “disbanded” last 
June. 


This emerged yesterday as preparations got under way 
for an application by three former CCB members in the 
Pretoria Supreme Court to force the SADF [South 
African Defense Force] to honour their job contracts. 


Although Mr. Verster ts not involved in the current 
application, a reliable CCB source said he applied three 
weeks ago to be reinstated. 


The SADF did not contest the application “as it feared 
sensitive information could be made public’, and Mr. 
Verster was reemployed as managing director of the 
CCB, the source said. 


The source added he was being paid his full salary. 
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The Pretoria Supreme Court application involves three 
former operatives—codenamed Daan du Toit, a Mr. 
Bosch and a Mr. Farrell—who are attempting to force 
the SADF to honour pension payments believed to total 
R{Rand]!.7 million. 


Previously, CCB members have claimed the SADF 
offered them retirement packages well below what they 
were entitled to. 


It is also claimed they were offered alternative employ- 
ment in the SADF after the CCB had been disbanded. 


The source said about 150 of the 180 CCB members had 
accepted the proffered retirement packages, while the 
remaining 30 did not and intended taking legal action. 


Former CCB Members Sue Over Retirement Package 


MB0803064091 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] Three former members of the disbanded Civil 
Cooperation Bureau [CCB] have brought a claim 
involving nearly 1.6 million rands against the minister of 
defense, General Magnus Malan, and the South African 
Defense Force, in the Supreme Court in Pretoria. 


The men brought the application under the code names 
of Don Tu Toit, Derek Farrel, and Riaan Bosch. They 
said that their retirement packages had been much 
smaller than they were entitled to receive. 


The chief of the Defense Force and the second respon- 
dent, General Kat Liebenberg, confirmed the drafting of 
legislation that would invalidate any agreement between 
members of the CCB and the Defense Force. 


The application has been postponed until Thursday. 


In a statement, General Malan rejected reports that the 
retirement certificate shows that in December 1988 he 
knew of a CCB organization with a domestic wing. He 
said the fact remained that he acted when allegations and 
accusations on domestic activities by the CCB were 
brought to his attention in November 1989. He said 
what he had approved previously was the principle of a 
secret organization that could gather information locally 
and internationally for activities outside South Africa, 
but which could not act inside this country. 


Government Spokesman Comments on Hani ‘Threat’ 


MB0803210491 Johannesbure THE CITIZEN 
in English 7 Mar 91 p 4 


[Report by Tony Stirling: ““Threat’ by ANC: Agreement 
Would Be Violated™”’} 


[Text] Intensification of the ANC’s [African National 
Congress] underground structures would be a clear vio- 
lation of the most recent agreement between the govern- 
ment and the ANC, according to a Ministry of Law and 
Order spokesman. 
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He was commenting on a speech by Umkhonto we Sizwe 
[Spear of the Nation (MK)—ANC military wing] chief of 
staff, Mr. Chris Hani, at the weekend, in which he said 
MK would intensify its underground structures and 
recruitment if the South African Defence Force con- 
tinued recruiting and training. 


The Ministry spokesman said police would destroy any 
underground structure aimed at the overthrow of the 
State, the promotion of violence or which acted outside 
of the law. 


“We would like to ask Mr. Hani for what other purpose 
could the ANC wish to create underground structures 
other than the overthrow of the State now or in future?” 
he said. 


In so far as recruitment for MK was concerned, it was 
pointed out that as part and parcel of the ANC, its 
military wing was not an unlawful organisation and, 
therefore membership of it was not against the law. 


Meanwhile it has been confirmed to THE CITIZEN that 
the joint government/ANC working group established to 
deal with the suspension of the armed struggle is to 
resume its meetings io reach agreement on remaining 
areas of difficulty. 


Actual implementation of the agreements reached will be 
left in the hands of the joint liaison committee estab- 
lished between the police and the ANC. 


De Klerk Discusses Economy, Underprivileged Aid 
MB0803202091 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 8 Mar 91 


{Text} State President Mr. F.W. de Klerk says that the 
improvement in the living standards of the less privi- 
leged in the country will have to be accelerated if a 
peaceful society is envisaged in the future. Mr. de Klerk 
was speaking this evening at the opening of the new 
building of the Faculty of Economic and Management 
Sciences at the University of Pretoria. 


He said that South African society is characterized by a 
distorted distribution of wealth and income: 


[Begin De Klerk video recording] It is a difficult problem 
but one to which we will have to give increasing atten- 
tion, within the framework of a market-oriented 
economy. The problem of redistribution is not an 
unknown or a new issue. 


In all civilized countries it forms a normal and accepted 
part of the economic process. However, where it has 
been attempted in an economically irresponsible 
manner, it has led to catastrophe. 


If redistribution means taking away from those who have 
and interfering with the sources of growth, then that ts 
something we will never consider. If, however, it can be 
achieved in an economically responsible manner by 
means of a growing economy and the creation of new 
opportunities, thereby leading to the improvement of the 
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quality of life of those who lag behind. then it is 
something which must be done. [end recording] 


Development Bank Commits 4 Billion Rand to Region 


MB0803 193591 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1848 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] Harare Mar 8 SAPA—A South African develop- 
ment bank has set aside R[{rand]4 billion for develop- 
ment in neighbouring states, reports Zimbabwe's news 
agency ZIANA. 


Lesotho, Mozambique, Malawi and Swaziland had 
already been assisted by the South African bank, a 
Development Bank of Southern Africa field manager, Dr 
Peter Freeman, said in Harare on Friday [8 March]. 


Dr Freeman, attending a meeting of the World Energy 
Council Commission, said the bank, set up in 1983, had 
set aside the money for development projects outside 
South Africa, in the light of the changing political 
Situation in that country. “With the softening of the 
political relations in South Africa, the bank has com- 
mitted R4 billion to fund developmental projects in 
southern Africa, especially in advanced infrastructural 
construction,” said Dr Freeman. 


He said one-third of the bank’s funds came from the South 
African Government, one-third from international donors 
and the other third was generated by the bank itself. 


12 Mar Press Review of Current Issues, Problems 
MB1203122191 


{Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


ANC, Inkatha Battle for Political Ascendancy—"“‘It is no 
good having ANC [African National Congress] deputy 
president Nelson Mandela and Chief Buthelezi signing 
peace accords when at ground level their desire for peace 
is not shared,” declares the page 6 editorial in Johannes- 
burg THE CITIZEN in English on 11 March. “It is no 
good bluffing that breaches of the peace are merely 
failure at local level to apply the accords, when both the 
ANC and Inkatha are engaged in a no-holds-barred 
battle for political ascendancy.” 


THE STAR 


Alexandra Killings Show ‘Fragility’ of Peace Accords— 
Referring to the alleged Zulu-Xhosa fighting in Alexandra 
that left at least 26 people dead, Johannesburg THE STAR 
in English on 12 March says: “Three salient points emerge 
from the Alexandra fighting: the fragility of the peace 
accord and its apparent inability to stem the violence; the 
centrality of migrant workers and the single-sex hostel 
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system to the conflict in Transvaal; and—on a more 
hopeful note—the determination of local leaders, on both 
sides, to end the strife and restore the peace.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Black Regions Become Ungovernable—The violence in 
Alexandra “seems to confirm the underlying basis of much 
of the unrest everywhere—black regions as they exist right 
now are becoming ungovernable,” declares a page 6 edi- 
toril in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 12 
March. “The ANC, before it was unbanned, set out to 
make the country ungovernable because it saw this as the 
best way of promoting revolution. The current campaign 
against local authorities, whether by design or not, has had 
the same effect, and it looks as though the civic associa- 
tions have won. While their ambitions are understandable 
in the light of recent history, the danger is that the eclipse 
of the unpopular councils will leave a vacuum which 
appointed administrators will be unable to fill, especially 
with municipal services in a state of chaos. It is difficult to 
see an end to violence, lawlessness and township misery 
when nobody is in control.” 


Litthe Sympathy for Protesting Witwatersrand Stu- 
dents—A second editorial on the same page says the 
protest actions by “‘a fraction of the student body” at the 
University of the Witwatersrand “deserve little sympa- 
thy.” “No one will begrudge the students the right to 
demand, if they see fit, better accommodation and other 
facilities. But demands for the wholesale reinstatement 
of students not readmitted to university because of poor 
performance in year-end examinations are foolish.” 


SOWETAN 


Little Hope for Black to Black Accord—Former journalist 
Mesh Suma writes in the “Focus” column on page 6 of 
Johannesburg SOWETAN that “more black blood has been 
spilled—ostensibly for political reasons—over the past five 
years than at any other single period this century.” “No 
single instance over the past 25 years was recorded wherein 
more blood was spilled between the supposed enemies, 
whites and blacks, or the system’s forces and the anti- 
apartheid fronts, than in a day’s blood letting between 
Azapo [Azanian People’s Organization], the UDF [United 
Democratic Front], Inkatha and the ANC.” “For too long it 
has been assumed that the only major human relations 
problem was the colour bar. As things have turned out, 
however, more hope is held for interracial accord than for 
black to black amity.” Suma believes there is a need for a 
“political moratorium while the various parties, old and 
new, work out their comprehensive and long-term strategies 
on political and economic issues for presentation ot the 
citizens enabling them to choose which party or alliance is 
going to run this country.” 
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Angola 


Government Agrees To Resume UN Relief Program 


MB1203062691 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Text] The Government of the People’s Republic of 
Angola has agreed to resume the Special Relief Program 
for Angola, SRPA, after receiving guarantees from the 
U.S. Government whereby UNITA [National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola] will not violate its 
undertakings concerning the implementation of the 
relief program. A communique issued in Luanda by the 
Angolan Foreign Ministry says that the Angolan Govern- 
ment’s decision has been made on the basis of the 
guarantees given by the United Nations whereby mech- 
anisms will be established to ensure that the funda- 
mental principles and undertakings will be (effectively) 
honored by UNITA. 


The Government of the People’s Republic of Angola 
hopes that its gesture (?will be followed) by good faith 
and understanding, something that UNITA has failed to 
demonstrate, with a view to fulfilling one of the most 
basic rights of man: the right to food. 


It will be recalled that the Angolan Government decided 
to suspend the SRPA on 21 December 1990 mainly due 
to the lack of guarantees for the implementation of the 
program, as seen in UNITA’s violations of the basic 
principles of the program. 


UNITA Opens Seventh Party Congress in South 


MB1103184491 London BBC World Service 
in English 1709 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The Angolan rebel group, UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola], began its 
seventh party congress this morning. On the agenda 1s 
bound to be the stalled peace talks between UNITA and 
the MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola] government. 


The Portuguese mediators met with delegations from the 
United States and the Soviet Union some days ago in 
Lisbon to try and revive the negotiations but so far there 
has been no hint of any progress. 


The congress is taking place somewhere in the south- 
eastern province of Cuando Cubango and journalist 
(Ahmed Rajah) managed to contact us from there by 
satellite phone. Josephine Haseley asked him what the 
atmosphere at the meeting was like. 


[Begin recording] [(Rajah)] There is an air of optimism 
and everybody is saying that this 1s the last time that they 
they are going to be holding their congress in the bush 
and, for the first time, today the vice president of 
UNITA, Brigadier Chitunda said thai in the event of 
multiparty elections, their presidential candidate 1s 
going to be Dr. Savimbi. Before they were saying that it 
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would depend on UNITA to decide who the candidate 
would be but now, for the first time, they have named 
Mr. Savimbi. You will remember that the MPLA had 
been insisting that Dr. Savimbi should go into exile for a 
period of two years. 


[Haseley] Why are they so optimistic when, in fact, the 
war 1s still going on? The MPLA and the UNITA rebels 
are still fighting. 


[(Rajah)] They think that Portugal and the United States 
of America, as well as the Soviet Union, will be putting 
pressure on Angola, the government in Luanda, to come 
to the negotiating table. You will recall that the three 
parties who are the negotiators had blamed the MPLA 
government for the failure of the last round of talks. 


[Haseley] Ahmed, from you what you have seen of 
UNITA, while you are down there in Jamba, do you 
think they are organized enough and ready enough to go 
another round of talks and make it succeed? 


{(Rajah)] Yes, I think so. In fact, we are not exactly at 
Jamba. We are deep in the bush in an area called 
Comrade Nkrumah in Cuando Cubango, (?far) from the 
Jamba town and tomorrow I think Dr. Savimbi is going 
to make a speech and more will be revealed at the time. 


{Haseley} But what sort of organization have they got 
down there? Are things going smoothly? Is everything in 
order or in chaos? 


{(Rajah)] | am amazed, actually, by the degree of orga- 
nization. The facilities here, as you can see, | am talking 
to you right in the middle of the bush [words indistinct] 
and there is electricity here, there is water supply, and 
everything is running very smoothly. 


[Haseley] (?Whe ©) have you visited down there? 


{(Rajyah}; We went a litthe way out of here to an 
orphanage. where children who have lost both their 
parents are taken [words indistinct] school but there are 
plans for us to go to Jamba and possibly, after the 
congress, right down to Mavinga. [end recording] 


Provincial Commissars To Be Called Governors 


MB1203111891 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] Planning Minister Fernando Franca van 
Dunem announced in Namibe today that provincial 
commissars will be called governors. He has been sent to 
Namibe Province by President Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
to assess problems in the housing, food, education, 
teaching. and fishery sectors, particularly in Tombua 
District. 


Minister van Dunem urged the Ministry of Fisheries to 
find immediate solutions to the problems affecting the 
housing, food, and medical sectors. [sentence as heard] 
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In Tombua District, Minister van Dunem assessed the 
implementation of measures outlined by President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos during his last visit to Namibe 
Province. [passage omitted] 


20 Percent Losses in Coffee Exports Suffered 


MB1103200391 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Text] State Secretary for Coffee Faustino Muteca said in 
Cuanza Norte recently that the Angolan Government 
has suffered 20 percent losses in coffee exports because 
coffee is bought at very high prices from the farmers and 
other businessmen. When those amounts are converted 
to foreign currency, certain losses emerge. 


The Angolan Government also has to use new kwanzas 
to pay (?one fourth) of the amount to the producing 
enterprises so that they can continue operating. 


State Secretary Muteca said those problems would have 
to be corrected within the framework of the Angolan 
Government's Plan of Action [words indistinct] arising 
from the monetary direction of entrepreneurship. This 
will allow the new kwanza to come into the market (?and 
should affect) production, supply, and the international 
market. 


The state secretary for coffee also disclosed that, in light 
of exports, the analysis of [words indistinct] until 
recently and must be eliminated. Only those (?with 
permission) will be able to export. The monopoly will 
[word indistinct] and certain enterprises will be selected 
to continue producing coffee. 


Within the framework of the Entrepreneurial Readjust- 
ment Program, state and privately owned coffee enter- 
prises will (?0perate) under conditions that are still to be 
defined. In the future, this will be extended to [words 
indistinct] coffee-producing companies that can export 
directly. 


Madagascar 


Legislative By-Election Results Declared 


E-A0803 144691 Antananarivo Domestic Service 
in Malagasy 1600 GMT 7 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] The judicial proceedings aimed at proclaiming 
publicly and officially the results of the legislative by- 
elections in three constituencies of Madagascar held on 3 
February 1991 in Kandreho, (Manandriana), and 
Midongy-Atsimo subprefectures were held this morning 
at Tsimbazaza Palace [national assembly headquarters] 
in Antananarivo. 


The new deputy elected in Kandreho subprefecture is 
Mr. (Rabetsikera), candidate of the Front for the 
Defense of Malagasy Socialism [MMSM],; the new 
deputy elected in (Manandriana) subprefecture is Mr. 
Jean de la Croix Rakotozafy of the MMSM; and the new 
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deputy elected in Midongy-Atsimo subprefecture is Mr. 
Lambert Mara, also an MMSM candidate. [passage 
omitted] 


Mozambique 


Renamo Attacks Tete Corridor, Kills ‘Dozens’ 


MB1103172991 London BBC World Servicc 
in English 1515 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] It looks as though the Mozambican peace process 
could be back underv ay. The Renamo [Mozambique 
National Resistance] chief, Afonso Dhlakama, is in 
Rome, which has hosted all the meetings so far, and the 
chairman of the commission that has been monitoring 
the partial cease-fire, flew to Rome over the weekend for 
talks. But just as things are looking up, there is news that 
the Renamo rebels have launched another ambush in 
Mozambique’s northwestern Tete Corridor, killing 
dozens of people. 


From Maputo, Dan Moiane reports: 


[Begin Moiane recording] This time, the Renamo rebels 
ambushed a convoy of vehicles at a place called Manene, 
some 64 km northeast of Tete city, the provincial capital. 


According to Radio Mozambique, at least 25 people 
were killed and 19 others were wounded. The radio said 
the vehicles (?that came) under Renamo attack yesterday 
were traveling to Tete city from the small town of Zobue, 
on the border with Malawi. No more details were given 
on yesterday's ambush, which came as renewed diplo- 
matic efforts were due to start in Rome to try and 
convince Renamo to go back to the negotiating table 
with the government. Direct talks broke down at the end 
of January and, as far as is known, no date has yet been 
set for their resumption. 


However, there is a gleam of hope that the next round 
will be far more decisive than expected. Italy's ambas- 
sador to Mozambique, Mr. Manfredo di Camerana, left 
Maputo on Saturday night [9 Mar] for Rome. He told the 
Mozambique News Agency that he was going to Rome 
for discussions with the Renamo chief, Afonso 
Dhlakama, who was already there. Mr. di Camerana said 
he had been informed by the Italian Government and 
Catholic Church mediators that (?Dhlakama) wanted to 
resume negotiations with the Frelimo [Mozambique 
Liberation Front] government and was even ready to 
consider a cease-fire. 


However, Dhlakama has told the Johannesburg THE 
STAR newspaper, in South Africa, that he did not expect 
to sign a cease-fire this year. The Renamo was quoted as 
saying that there had to be a [word indistinct] on 
political questions, first, before a cease-fire. 


This contradicts the obvious optimisii surrounding this 
week's encounter in Rome between Dhlakama and the 
Italians but there is no doubt that the discussions may 
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(?help to) [word indistinct] the way for the resumption of 
the peace talks soon. [end recording] 


28 Killed 


MB1103180291 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1735 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Text] A total of 28 people were killed when the Renamo 
[Mozambique National Resistance] armed bandits 
attacked a convoy in (Nandambe), 64 km from Tete city, 
the capital of Tete Province. 


Radio Mozambique’s latest reports from Tete Province 
say that 36 people were wounded. The convoy was 
attacked while traveling between Zobue and Tete city 
yesterday. 


Renamo has frequently attacked access routes [words 
indistinct] ever since the Zimbabwean troops withdrew 
from the area under the terms of partial Rome Accord. 
This has led to the suspension of convoys from Zim- 
babwe. Malawi receives some 60 percent of its imported 
merchandise from Zimbabwe and relies on the Zimba- 
bwe-Tete route for it. 


Manica Governor Says Renamo’s Claims ‘False’ 


MB1103131091 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Text] Manica Province Governor Artur Canana has 
said that there is no reason for Renamo [Mozambique 
National Resistance] to continue martyring the people. 
Speaking at a mass rally in Guro District, Artur Canana 
said that Renamo has made false statements about the 
presence of Zimababwean troops outside Mozambique’s 
Beira and Limpopo corridors in an attempt to justify the 
continuation of the war in Mozambique. 


Governor Canana noted that the democratic way of 
attaining power is through the ballot box, and not by 
killing and intimidating the people. 


In Guro District Governor Artur Canana visited several 
economic and social sectors, and held meetings with the 
residents. 


African Bank $130 Million Loan Announced 


MB1103202691 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Report from Maputo international airport by Boaven- 
tura Mandlate] 


[Text] African Development Bank [ADB] Administrator 
Ismael Martins left for the Ivory Coast this afternoon. 
He had arrived in Maputo on an official visit last 
Saturday [9 Mar]. 


Shortly before leaving, Ismael Martins announced that 
the ADB will make available $130 million to Mozam- 
bique to finance development projects in the areas of 
agriculture, health, and education as well as to help the 
pooier sections of the population. 


FBIS-AFR-91-048 
i2 March 1991 


ADB Administrator Martins said the main aim of his 
visit to this country was to discuss the development of 
ADB-financed projects with Mozambican officials. 


That visitor said the ADB has financially helped the 
Mozambican Government implement agriculture, 
health, and education projects, adding the ADB has also 
supported programs to relocate war-displaced people. 


Ismael Martins was received by Mozambican Prime 
Minister Mario da Graca Machungo, the ministers of 
finance and agriculture, and the governor of the Bank of 
Mozambique. Ismael Martins said those officials and he 
had discussed ways to optimize communication between 
the ADB and the Mozambican authorities. He said he 
had been deeply impressed by a Mozambican Govern- 
ment project to help 40 priority districts within the 
framework of rural development. That project aims to 
reduce the poverty of war-affected people. 


Namibia 


Geingob Tables White Paper on National Policies 


MB0803112491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1047 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] Windhoek March 8 SAPA—Namibia had made a 
good start during its first year of independence, but 
restraint and hard work [words indistinct], Prime Min- 
ister Hage Geingob said in a white paper on national and 
sectoral policies. 


“To be sure, the government faced and still faces innu- 
merable hurdles created by the structures and economy 
of sharp contrast inherited by the country at indepen- 
dence,” he said in the document tabled in the National 
Assembly in Windhoek on Friday [8 March]. 


“Nevertheless. Namibia has made a good start. 


“The government's policy of national reconciliation, in 
spite of reservations in certain quarters, seems to have 
caught the imagination of most Namibians.” 


The government, however, was still trying to cope with 
the remnants of apartheid. 


Widespread poverty, unemployment, illiteracy and land- 
lessness were major problems facing the indigenous 
population. 


Problems faced by the government included a fragile 
ecology, an economy heavily-dependent on non- 
renewable resources, and the continued ties of many 
institutions to South Africa. 


To correct these, the government had to catalyze the 
economy, reduce income disparities and restrain and 
redirect public expenditure. 


Mr Geingob said Namibia's gross domestic product 
[GDP] had been stagnant for nearly 20 years. 
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The former colonial government's public expenditure 
rose to 30 per cent of the GDP in the second half of the 
80's from 16.5 per cent in 1980. 


The GDP per capita figure of R[Rand]3,000 in 1988 
concealed many inequalities, Mr Geingob said. 


Whites (comprising five per cent of the total population) 
had an estimated annual per capita GDP of R41,250. 
non-whites working in the modern economic sector 
(about 40 per cent of the population) R1!.875 and the 
rest, people making a living from the informal sector and 
subsistance agriculture, of only R212. 


“These unpromising realities do not imply that turning 
the economy around is impossible—indeed Namibia’s 
potential for doing so would appear better than that of 
the majority of sub-Saharan economies today,” he said. 


“However, they do indicate that requirements of reha- 
bilitation and restructuring are high, relative to produc- 
tive resources and capacity available. 


“While after independence there have been high expec- 
tations, and there 1s a need for increased consumption to 
meet the basic needs, restraint is required to ensure 
Namubia’s economic future is not jeopardised.” Mr 
Geingob said. 


While Namibia's constitution contained provisions for 
affirmative action forbidding discrimination of any kind 
and providing equal opportunities for all, it was not 
government policy to provide handouts. 


“The government will provide opportunities and cond:- 
tions within which all Namibians will have an opportu- 
nity to prosper.” Mr Geingob said. 


“However, to take advantage of these opportunities, 
Namiubians will have to work hard.” 


Discusses Media Policy 


MBO803 143491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1422 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] Windhoek March 8 SAPA—Namibia needs an act 
of parliament to clearly stipulate the parameters within 
which press freedom is exercised, Prime Minister Hage 
Geingob said in a white paper tabled in the National 
Assembly in Windhoek on Friday [8 March]. 


Outlining government policy on information and broad- 
casting, Mr Geingob said while media freedom was a 
fundamental right enshrined in Namibia’s Constitution, 
it was Only provided for in general principle. 


“The media policy and media law aim to make key 
elements of press freedom explicit.” he said. 


“These include: the right to publish or to put forth ideas. 
the right not to disclose one’s source of information, and 
the right of access to information, especially information 
on public affairs. Overall, the government's informatior 
policy seeks to protect the interests of both the institu- 
tion of mass media and the public.” 
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In line with the country’s views on a mixed economy, 
Namibia's information policy provides for mixed own- 
ership (by private individuals or groups, on the one 
hand, and by the state on the other) of the mass media, 
including eciectronic media such as radio, television, 
video and film. 


Mr Geingob said private organisations and individuals 
may establish and operate both print and electronic 
media and that a government agency would be set up to 
issue. review, renew or withdraw licences. 


“Since media practitioners are not immune from human 
fallibility, their freedom is not absolute.” Mr Geingob 
said, adding it was not uncommon for them to exceed the 
bounds of media freedom. 


Media practitioners in Namibia had themselves called 
for the adoption of a professional code of ethics and an 
independent media council. 


The government would leave it to the media profession 
to establish guidelines for such a mechanism “and hopes 
that a culture of good journalistic standards and high 
quality of professionalism will evolve’, the prime min- 
ister said. 


Among the projects initiated since independence, was 
the setting up of the NAMIBIA PRESS AGENCY 
(Nampa) with regional representatives in eight centres 
and a number undergoing on-the-job training. 


Agreements On news exchnage have been signed with a 
number of foreign agencies including Reuters, DPA of 
Germany, IPS of Italy, AFP of France, XINHUA of 
China, TASS of the Soviet Union, PANA, NAN of 
Nigeria, ZIANA of Zimbabwe, and AP of the United 
States. 


The government had also decided to set up its own 
newspaper as most Namibian newspapers were urban 
based and not national. 


“Although this newspaper would be government-owned, 
it would not be editorially controlled.” Mr Geingob said. 


Swaziland 


Diamini Says Social Change Needed for Development 


MB1003181091 Mbahane Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[Text] The prime minister, Mr. Obed Dlamini, says 
development means a process of socioeconomic trans- 
formation on the part of the people involved in that 
exercise. He says there cannot be a change in the social 
pattern and lifestyle of the people affected by this process 
if people do not take an effective part. 


The prime minister, Mr. Obed Diamini, was addressing 
the community of Ngwempisi Settlement Scheme during 
his first visit yesterday. 
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He said Swazis, as a nation, should be prepared to 
change some of the habits and attitudes towards life if 
the objectives of development should be achieved. [sen- 
tence as heard] 


He told the gathering that the ever increasing population 
demands forcing the Swazi nation to adapt to a new 
Strategy of farming improvement to feed the entire 
nation. He said this could be achieved through cooper- 
ative farming societies and other ways. 


The prime minister said practise of subsistence farming 
should be done (?away with) forthwith so that people 
should farm to feed themselves and also to sell and use 
the money for other family causes. 


He urged that farmers should diversify their farming 
activities, as the country’s climatic conditions favor both 
vegetable and (?fruit) plantation right round the year. 


Mr. Dlamini said time is past that a farmer would farm 
for the maintainance of his own only, but he should farm 
to feed other people as well. 


He commended the international community, especially 
the Chinese and British Governments, who have con- 
tributed largely to the success of Ngwempisi Settlement 
Scheme. 


The occasion was attended by members of parliament, 
minister for commerce, industry, and tourism, Mr. Dou- 
glas Ntiwane, and top government officials. 


‘South Africans’ Seek Information on ANC 


MB0903111291 Mbabane WEEKEND OBSERVER 
in English 9 Mar 91 p 1, 2 


[Article by Phinda Zwane: “Death Squads Again*”’] 


[Text] Pigg’s Peak—A former civil servant, now 
employed by Mondi Timbers, Mr Musa Mdladla has 
been visited recently by South Africans who, he says. 
were disguised as ANC [African National Congress] 
members. 


This was disclosed this week by Mr Mdladla himself. Mr 
Mdladia said his visitors invited him to the Protea Pigg’s 
Peak hotel where they asked him for information about 
ANC activists in the Kingdom. 


“| am not concerned with anything about the ANC nor 
am I trafficking arms for Umkhonto weSizwe [Spear of 
the Nation, MK—ANC military wing] cadres. There is 
also no way that I have bothered about the ongoing peace 
negotiations between the South African authorities and 
the African National Congress.” 


Mr Mdladla disclosed that he was questioned about 
things he did not know about the ANC. 


“Recently, a friend of mine, Mr Themba Vilakati, was 
given a headache by security officers at the border from 
South Africa. He has since approached the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs for intervention. 
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He said Mr Vilakati was a businessman who went to 
South Africa on a regular basis. 


Mr Mdladla recalled how police invaded his house in 
1988 and thought they would find guns there. 


“| was taken to court for that incident and was acquitted. 


“That incident disturbed me so much that | discussed it 
with some members of the Royal family to whom | 
clearly explained my position and name. 


“As it is right now I feel that | am being defamed. I go to 
South Africa regularly as our headquarters are there. 


“My problem is that | won't be free when going there.” 


He said he did have South African friends and relatives 
but did not know whether they were politically active or 
not. 


“I am bothered about politics right now and not inter- 
ested at all.” 


He said the ANC and the South African government had 
leaders who were responsibile for negotiations and any 
complaints regarding activists of either parties. 


Prisoners Resume Hunger Strike Over Detention 


1B 1003104591 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND SUNDAY in English 10 Mar 91 pl 


[Report by Donny Nxumalo: “Detainees on Hunger 
Strike Again”’] 


[Text] Two 60-day detainees have gone on hunger strike. 


The two, Boy Magagula and Dominic Mngomezulu 
entered their | 1th day without food yesterday, because 
they say the government does not want to release them. 


They have now been admitted to the Mbabane govern- 
ment hospital where their condition as described as 
cautiously stable. 


Three others who were detained with them, Mphandlana 
Shongwe, Ray Russon and Sabelo Dlamini, have 
resolved to continue eating until Thursday [14 March] 
when their term expires. 


The detainees have written a letter to the Prime Min- 
ister, Mr Obed Dlamini saying he misled them into 
stopping their earlier hunger strike. 


The detainees have alleged that on two meetings with the 
Prime Minister's go-between, they were informed that 
they would be released on January 25, 12 days after their 
detention was renewed on January 13. 


According to a reliable source, the go-between was an 
official of the Ministry of Justice who brought messages 
from the Prime Minister two times. 


On both occasions, the source said, the detainees were 
informed that their release was imminent. 
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“These promises were made in an effort to dissuade 
them from continuing with a hunger strike at the time, 
and resulted in them abandoning the strike on two 
occasions. 


“But these undertakings have not been met and as a 
result, Boy and Dominic have resumed their hunger 
strike and admitted at Mbabane government hospital,” 
the source said. 


He added that the other three will stop eating if the 
government does not release them on Thursday. 


“Nothing short of their release will stop them from going 
on hunger strike” the source added. 


WHO Details Financial Aid to Health Ministry 


MB0603205891 Mbabane Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 5 Mar 91 


[Text] The World Health Organization’s [WHO] finan- 
cial support to Swaziland is estimated at about 1.5 
~v*llion emalangeni for this year. 


the WHO resident representative in the country, Mr. 
(Weston Mwambazi), said the money is for strength- 
ening the country’s health services, especially at regional 
level. 


Mr. (Mwambazi) said 145,000 emalangeni is for 
strengthening the regional health activities. Fifty-seven 
thousand emalangeni will go towards the development of 
the primary health care system. 


He said 357,500 emalangeni is for the development of 
health manpower, whereby WHO will support the Insti- 
tute of Health Sciences by strengthening the institute's 
laboratory, and for providing two scholarships for the 
faculty staff to pursue masters’ degrees. 


Dr. (Mwambazi) also said they will also provide ten 
more scholarships to the Ministry of Health to be uti- 
lized by other health personnel. 


He said on the maternal and child health care, WHO will 
provide 75,000 emalangeni for the development of 
training manuals to be used in educating traditional bed 
attendants, as about 40 to 50 percent of births are 
delivered outside medical institutions. 


Eliminating Power Failures To Take ‘Some Time’ 


MB0803175491 Mbabane Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] The Swaziland Electricity Board says the prob- 
lems associated with power failures in Swaziland will 
take some time before they are solved. 


The board’s general manager, Mr. Sikelela Nkambule. 
said experts from South Africa are assisting in the 
improvement of the quality of supply of electricity. 


He confirmed that at Matsapha power was cut off on 
Sunday [3 March]. He said this was caused by damaged 
transformers. 
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Mr. Nkambule apologized to the consumers reported to 
have lost thousands of emalangeni as a result of the 
power cults. 


‘Sluggish’ Civil Servants Impede Investment 
MB0903110991 Mbabane THE SWAZI NEWS 
in English 9 Mar 91 p 16 


[Article by James Dlamini: “Lazy Civil Servants Hold 
Back Investment] 


[Text] Swaziland’s investment drive is being slowed 
down by inefficient and sluggish civil servants at the top, 
Parliament has been told. 


Even businessmen who come to Swaziland with the 
intention of seeking investment opportunities decide to 
drop their plans and quit, because they cannot stand the 
slow and furstrating pace of things here, he said. 


Mr. Stephens was addressing Parliament during the 
Minister of Labour and Public Service vote earlier this 
week. 


“| will point out as an opening shot, that | find a 
tremendous lack of competence in making very basic 
decisions and providing basic answers. | will illuminate 
that by giving a few examples,” he said. 


He said in his point of view, the basic information 
potential investors need concerns work permits, resi- 
dence permits and requirements for building. He said 
even before going into more complicated matters, people 
get frustrated at this elementary level and decide that it’n 
not worth it, and leave. 


“These people are holding back the development of our 
country. | am not talking about a requirement for a high 
standard of education or qualifications, | am talking 
about people making basic decisions, providing timely 
answers and motivating staff to get on the move. 


“If there ts one thing that is stagnating our country, it 1s 
this.” the MP said. 


He said this was not only slowing down the pace of new 
investment, it was also frustrating to people who are 
already here who want to develop their businesses. 
Ordinary people were also frustrated over the slow pace 
of getting simple and basic documentation, such as when 
one want to build a house. 


He said there was a considerable lack of interaction 
among ministries. 


“What is the minister's view? Does he feel there is room 
for improvement in the recruitment and selection of staff 
in key posts? 


Mr Stephens also wanted to know what progress had 
been made on plans to streamline and trim the civil 
service. 
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Zambia 


Kaunda Refuses To Step Down as Party Chairman 


MB0803 164891 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1500 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] President Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia says he will 
not step down as chairman of the ruling United National 
Independence Party [UNIP] before national elections 
are held in October, because this would be tantamount to 
cowardice. 


President Kaunda was reacting to comments made by a 
senior UNIP official who called on him to step down in 
the interests of the party. 


President Kaunda expressed the hope that the UNIP 
party would win the elections in October. 


In the meantime, Dr. Kaunda has criticized efforts by 
Muslim countries to address the civil unrest in Iraq as 
unwarranted interference in Iraq's internal affairs. 


Speaking al the investiture of the new Ethiopian ambas- 
sador to Zambia at State House, President Kaunda urged 
African leaders to respect colonial boundaries in order to 
preserve peace on the African Continent. 


He said the war in the Gulf had been caused by a dispute 
between Iraq and Kuwait over colonial boundaries. 


UNIP Leader Warns of ‘Foreiga Interests’ 


MB0903 191491 Lusaka Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Text] Ruling United National Independence Party 
[UNIP] Secretary General Grey Zulu has called on 
Zambians not to compromise national interests due to 
political changes taking place in the country. Speaking at 
a UNIP youth league [word indistinct] this afternoon at 
Mulungushi today, Comrade Zulu said it is the respon- 
sibility of every Zambian not to accept the change from 
one-party participatory democracy to multipartyism but 
not allow a compromise of national interests.[sentence as 
heard] Comrade Zulu said there are foreign interests at 
work in the country who would like to [word indistinct] 
colonialism through well selected agents, adding that 
neocolonialism is more vicious than what was fought 
against during the pre-independence days. 


Official Urges People To Remain in UNIP 


MB1003194891 Lusaka Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[Text] Northwestern Province Minister of State Chief 
Mukumbi today urged those planning to leave the 
United National Independence Party, UNIP. to think 
again. Comrade Mukumbi said while the province had 
full representation in UNIP, this was not the case in 
other parties, like the Movement for Multiparty Democ- 
racy, MMD., where the region was only represented by 
one man. 
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The minister of state who was opening the Nfumbwe 
district party conference said only UNIP which has the 
support of every Zambian in the province will get seats 
in Parliament. 


Comrade Mukumbi who is also a member of the Central 
Committee directed the leadership, particularly the 
Youth and Women’s Leagues, to work hard in strength- 
ening their organizations. He said he did not understand 
why the Youth League should have only 704 members in 
the district whose population was dominated by young 


people. 


UNIP Official Says Former Members Welcome 


MB0903191891 Lusaka Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Text] Lusaka District Senior Governor Licutenant 
Colonel (Henry Muyoba) has said that those who 
resigned from UNIP [United National Independence 
Party] are free to come back if they wish to do so. 
Speaking when he addressed Chipata residents at the 
community hall today, Lt Col. (Muyoba) said the door ts 
opened for those who resigned because there is no future 
in the parties they have joined. He said political parties 
which were recently formed were power-hungry, adding 
that they would do nothing outside UNIP programs. 


MMD Official Resigns From Opposition Party 


MB0803202491 Lusaka Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] Mongu District Chairman for the Movement for 
Multiparty Democracy [MMD] (Mackbone Mangua) 
today officially announced his resignation from the 
movement and relinquished his post as district head. 


Mr. (Mangua) warned all those who had left UNIP 
[United National Independence Party] for other parties 
to think again that the ruling party, uncer the leadership 
of President Kaunda, was above [words indistinct] pol- 
itics and national in nature. 


According to a statement read at a UNIP rally in Mongu 
today, Mr. (Mangua) said one of the reasons he was 
leaving the party was his disappointment at the manner 
in which MMD conducted the just-ended convention. 
He said the illusions he had had of MMD had been 
shattered with what he called unscrupulous activities by 
some leaders at the convention where MMD elected its 
president and its executive council. Mr. (Mangua) 
claimed that the MMD leadership was not fairly bal- 
anced tribally and urged Zambians [words indistinct} 
political experience [words indistinct]. 


Mass Resignation Reports Denied 


MB0903 193891 Lusaka Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Text] Movement for Multiparty Democracy, MMD. 
Provincial Chairman for Western Province Mr. (Nfami 
Nguna) has described as lies reports that the movement 
in Western Province was disintegrating. Speaking in a 
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telephone interview with ZANA [Zambian News 
Agency] from Mongu, Mr. (Nguna) also dispelled reports 
that hundreds of the movement's supporters resigned 
from MMD and rejoined UNIP during a raily addressed 
by a Western Province cabinet minister, Comrade 
Sipalo, at Mongu’s (?Blue Camp) stadium yesterday. Mr. 
(Nguna) said only Mongu District MMD Chairman Mr. 
(Maxwell Mangua) who ts reportedly one of the sources 
of the alleged disintegration resigned from the move- 
ment. He said 11 is true he has left. 


Kaunda Calls for Love, Mutual Respect in Politics 


MB1003195291 Lusaka Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[Text] President Kaunda today concurred with Seventh 
Day Adventist Pastor Brian Mungando’s call for the 
nation to rise above political differences and build the 
country through mutual love and participation in the 
development effort. The president, in his closing 
remarks, at a youth Sunday service at the Cathedral of 
the Holy Cross, said the message he had could not go 
beyond the love and mutual respect call by Pasior 
Mungando in his homily address. 


Comrade Kaunda said the opposite of love was hate 
which was a very negative force ("but) appears to be a 
very powerful force of destruction. The church service 
which was part of the youth week celebration brought 
together youths from various schools and groupings. as 
well as top party and government leaders and members 
of the diplomatic corps. 


Comrade Kaunda said it was very important that in this 
period of political pluralism the message of love came 
from the country’s youth. He said the responsibility of 
making multipartyism work in the country lay with 
everyone as the people themselves could make it fail as 
was the case in the first republic. 


Alliance Chairman Calls for Fair Play in Politics 


MB0903 194291 Lusaka Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 9 Mar 9! 


[Text] National Vice Chairman for National Democratic 
Alliance, Nada, (Jonah Phiri) has called for fairplay 
among the various political parties vying for power in 
the country. Mr. (Phiri) who was addressing about 100 
people who turned up for a Nada rally at Ndola’s Village 
Green Square today, said it was not fair for political 
parties to begin making wild allegations against each 
other. He said it was unfortunate that Zambians have 
not yet grasped the true meaning of plural politics and 
were busy criticizing their parties instead of addressing 
the real issues at stake which is changing the country 
from one-party dictatorship to multiparty democracy. 
Mr. (Phiri) who was flanked by other national executive 
members of Nada who included the founder member. 
(Busongo Chambechi), the national secretary, (Ellas 
Kainda): and National Youth Chairman (Peter Chikuba- 
lia), said some parties have even gone as far to claim that 
Nada did not have a registration certificate. 
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Kaunda Urges Norway To Invest in Country 
MBO803204891 Lusaka Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] President Kaunda has appealed to Norway to 
venture into investing in the Zambian cconomy as an 
additional measure to the [word indistinct] assistance 
the Nordic country was giving Zambia. 


Speaking at State House when he met a Norwegian 
delegation led by the deputy minister for development 
cooperation this evening. Comrade Kaunda said Zambia 
had a vast potential of human and [words indistinct] 
("foreign) investment. Comrade Kaunda [words indis- 
tinct] for the unconditional aid that was being rendered 
to developing countries and [words indistinct} world. 


In reply, the deputy minister, Comrade [name indis- 
tinct], said Norway was currently looking at ways of 
transferring investment to Zambia. adding that Zambia 
was in the African area that had been chosen by Norway 
as favorable for economic cooperation. 


Kaunda Notes Drug Problem, Cooperation With RSA 
MBI103191191 Lusaka Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Text] President Kaunda said that drug trafficking ts a 
very serious problem in Africa and appealed to those 
working for its end to cooperate with South Africa, 
despite their views on apartheid. 


Speaking at a reception he hosted for participants [words 
indistinct] of the International Council of Alcohol and 
Addiction in Lusaka, he said despite the ills of apartheid, 
it is Necessary to cooperate with South Africa in an effort 
to end drug trafficking. 


He appealed to the mass media to ("help) the young on 
the bad effects of drugs as one way of discouraging them. 


19.8 Million Kwacha Revenue Collection Urged 
WBI103195791 Lusaka Domestic Service 
in Eneliskh 1800 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[Text] The Minister of Finance and National Commis- 
sion for Development Planning Gibson Chigaga today 
challenged the Departments of Customs, and Excise and 
Income Tax to raise a minimum of 19.8 million kwacha 
from revenue collection this year. Speaking when he 
addressed members of staff from the two departments in 
Ndola, Comrade Chigaga said enough vehicles will soon 
be made available to the two departments to enable them 
carry out their duties effectively. The minister reminded 
the members of staff that they held the trump card to 
Zambia's economic survival. He said without revenue 
collection all government ministries would virtually 
ground to a halt, a situation which, he said, should never 
be allowed to occur. Comrade Chigaga said Zambia 
[words indistinct] for economic survival and (?conse- 
quently) prosperity. 


M SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Businessmen Urged To Support Recovery Program 
MB0803200291 Lusaka Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] The minister of finance and national commission 
for development planning [title as heard], Gibson Chi- 
gaga. has called on business communities to broaden 
their production of goods for both Zambia and the 


region. 


Opening a business community meeting at Mulungushi 
International Conference Hall today, Mr. Chigaga said the 
nation’s greatest problem is to fight against inflation, and 
the business community should support the recovery pro- 
gram by displaying confidence and courage to the challenges 
[words indistinct]. Mr. Chigaga said the government is 
committed to reducing the 1990 100-percent inflation rate 
to 40 percent by the end of this year. He urged the business 
community to [word indistinct] new and workable solutions 
to improve efficiency [words indistinct] thereby contrib- 
uting to the fight against inflation. 
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Hellenic Association Donates Cholera Aid 


MB0903195791 Lusaka Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Text] The Greek community today donated about !|.5 
million kwacha for the immediate purchase of drugs and 
equipment to fight the cholera scourge that has rocked 
the country. President Kaunda who received the check of 
1.422 million kwacha from the (Hellenic) Association on 
behalf of Greeks in the southern part of Zambia [words 
indistinct], said he was grateful for the concern shown. 


Speaking at state house today when representatives of the 
Greek community from the southern half of Zambia called 
on him and later had dinner ai state house, he said no one 
should be intimidated into supporting a political party in 
this time of transition. Comrade Kaunda urged the Greek 
community to support any party of their choice, saying at no 
time should anyone in Zambia relinquish their freedom to 
follow politics of intimidation. 
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Benin 
Further Reportage on Presidential Elections 


Soglo ‘Clearly Ahead’ of Kerekou 


ABI1I03181291 Paris AFP in French 1720 GMT 
11 Mar 91 


[Text] Cotonou, 11 Mar (AFP)}—Prime Minister Nice- 
phore Soglo is clearly ahead of President Mathieu 
Kerekou in the first round of presidential elections held 
yesterday in Benin, according to partial results published 
this afternoon. Mr. Soglo obtained 40.08 percent of the 
votes cast against 25.47 percent for Mr. Kerekou as of 
1500 GMT. These figures cover 75 percent of the 2 
million registered voters. The figures are still likely to 
vary according to results from the last electoral constit- 
uencies. 


Mr. Albert Tevoedjre, president of Our Common Cause 
(NCC), came in third with 10.87 percent of the valid 
votes, and 10 other candidates share 13.58 percent. The 
complete results are expected before the end of the day. 
according to the Interior Ministry. If none of the candi- 
dates obtains an absolute majority, a second round will 
be organized on 24 March for the top two finishers of the 
first round. 


Reaction to Results, Alignments 


AB1103211691 London BBC World Service 
in English 1709 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Excerpts] Benin’s citizens voted yesterday in the coun- 
try’s first ever [as heard] presidential election. Thirteen 
candidates were standing. but the two to watch were 
current President Mathieu Kerekou, who seized power 
in a military coup back in 1972. and Prime Minister 
Nicephore Soglo, who has been in charge of the transi- 
tional government over the past year. Voting seems to 
have passed off peacefully yesterday despite gloomy 
predictions. Counting has been going on all day, and 
results began to emerge at lunchtime. Mike Huband 
telexed this report from Cotonou. 


[Begin announcer recording] [passage omitted] So far 
reaction has been muted, perhaps partly because the 
general expectation was that Nicephore Soglo would lead 
on this ballot, but then a second vote would be necessary 
$0 there 1s no feeling that everything 1s over. None of the 
candidates has yet made any public statement. 


I spoke earlier today to the third place candidate, Albert 
Tevoedjre, and asked him about suggestions that he 
would ask his supporters to vote for President Kerekou 
in a second ballot, but he would not discuss this. 
Observers here, however, think this is a likely develop- 
ment, as Albert Tevoedjre could hope to be prime 
minister in a new Kerekou government. 
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Although there have been complaints that Nicephore 
Soglo has ’»xcen abusing his position as prime minister 
during the campaign, there have been few complaints 
about the voting. There are observers here from many 
other countries, including France, Germany, Canada, 
and the United States, and they say they have not seen 
any fraud or heard any reports of intimidation. When I 
visited polling stations yesterday, everything seemed 
very orderly. The people I spoke to, including candi- 
dates’ representatives, polling station officials, and 
members of the public waiting to vote, had no com- 
plaints to make. [end recording] 


Soglo Leads in ‘Final Results’ 


AB1103214491 Paris AFP in French 2110 GMT 
11] Mar 91 


[Text] Cotonou, 11 Mar (AFP)}—Beninese Prime Min- 
ister Nicephore Soglo took the lead over President 
Mathieu Kerekou during the first round of presidential 
elections yesterday, according to final results issued 
tonight by the Interior Ministry. Mr. Soglo obtained 
36.22 percent of the valid votes versus President 
Kerekou’s 27.34 percent. Mr. Albert Tevoedjre, presi- 
dent of “Our Common Cause” (NCC), got 14.16 per- 
cent, while the other 10 received very minor amounts 
from 0.7 to 5.74 percent. 


First Round Results Reported 


ABI203085491 Cotonou Domestic Service 
in French 0615 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] The picture of the first round of the presiden- 
tial elections in Benin is getting clearer. Nicephore Soglo 
is now leading with 36.87 percent of the votes cast. He 1s 
followed by Mathieu Kerekou with 26.2 percent, and 
Prof. Albert Tevoedjre with 14.44 percent. They are 
followed in turn by Bruno Amoussou with 6.88 percent. 
The results of this first round of the presidential elec- 
tions are as follows: 


Severin Adjovi, (72.61) percent; Bruno Amoussou, 6.86 
[figure as heard] percent, Bertin Borna, 1.63 percent: 
Robert Dossou, 0.85 percent; Assani Fassassi, 0.91 per- 
cent, Thomas Goudou, 0.70 percent; Adrien Houng- 
bedj:. 4.66 percent: Gatien Houngbedji, 0.90 percent: 
Mathieu Kerekou, 26.04 [figure as heard] percent; Idel- 
phonse William Lemon, 1.00 percent; Moise Mensah, 
3.49 percent; Nicephore Soglo, 36.87 percent: Albert 
Tevoedjre, 14.44 percent. [passage omitted] 


Burkina Faso 


Cabinet Adopts Information Code Decrees 6 Mar 


1807071608591 Dakar PANA in English 1534 GMT 
7 Mar 9/1 


[Text] Ouagadougou, 7 March (AIB/PANA)—The 
Burkina Faso cabinet on Wednesday adopted four 
decrees on the implementation of the country’s informa- 
tion code. 


% WEST AFRICA 


The decrees envisage the creation of a national informa- 
tion council, the institution of a professional identity 
card for journalists, correspondents and free lance 
reporters, as well as modalities for the management of 
public information services and the distribution and sale 
of periodicals. 


A note accompanying the decrees said these initiatives 
are aimed to clearly specify the practical modalities for 
press freedom, which is contained in the Burkina Faso 
information code. 


The information code, which was adopted by the cabinet 
in 1990, was drawn up by a group of media experts. 


Popular Front Communique Excludes CNPP-PSD 


AB0803 202691 Ouagadougou Domestic Service 
in French 0630 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Popular Front communique following an extraordinary 
session of the Coordinating Commitice in Ouagadougou 
on 7 March 1991—recorded] 


[Text] The Popular Front ( coordination Committee met 
yesterday in an extraordinary session under the chair- 
manship of President Blaise Compaore, chairman of the 
Popular Front, and discussed the following points on the 
agenda: first, the life of the Popular Front, and second: 
other miscellaneous topics. 


Concerning the life of the Popular Front, the Coordina- 
tion Committee analysed the contents of a certain 
number of articles written by the National Covention of 
Progressive Patriots-Social Democratic Party, CNPP- 
PSD. The articles concerned its anniversary message and 
contained a critical analysis of the national conference 
on the Constitution and articles published in the daily 
L°OBSERVATEUR PARLE. These articles as we'!l as the 
behavior of the CNPP-PSD question the minimal mem- 
bership platform of the Popular Front, that is, the 
political orientation speech [president's political guide- 
lines}, the statutes of the rules of procedure, and the 
Popular Front’s action program. 


This attitude, which flouts the principles of organization, 
iS NOL Meant to reinforce cohesion and unity within the 
Popular Front and is aimed at casting aspersions on our 
Organization at both the national and international 
levels. After debating and listening to the CNPP-PSD at 
length, the Popular Front Coordinating Committee 
unanimously decided to exclude the CNPP-PSD from 
the Popular Front as of today, 7 March 1991, given that 
the current constitutional process permits it to freely 
express its Viewpoint on issues Concerning national polit- 
ical life. 


This exclusion, which is in conformity with the funda- 
menial texts, will enable the Popular Front to be rein- 
forced and consolidate the gains of the democratic and 
popular revolution on the basis of a constructive unity of 
action. All the revolution’s activists must redouble their 
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hard work for the success of the objectives that were 
defined in the Popular Front’s action program. 


Furthermore, the Popular Front Coora,.:ation Com- 
mittee elected the following comrades ic ihe Popular 
Front Executive Committee: Lansane Ouangraoua, sec- 
retary general for industrial development, Corantin Bik- 
aba, deputy secretary in charge of external relations; B. 
Mathieu Ouedraogo, deputy secretary in charge of social 
affairs. 


Regarding the miscellaneous topics, the Popular Front 
Coordination Committee acknowledged the changes 
made in the representation of some member organiza- 
tions of the front and gave orientations for the prepara- 
tion of the Popular Front’s extraordinary congress. 


The Gambia 


Foreign Minister Comments on Senegalese Relations 


ABO803102191 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 7 Mar 91 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[Text] A new and healthy relationship has been devel- 
oping of late between The Gambia and Senegal, as the 
two West African countries get over the breakup of 
Senegambian Confederation which happened two years 
ago. But not all the problems have been ironed out. 
There is still dispute over trade and a recent develop- 
ment on the border could seriously threaten efforts at 
this new cordial relationship. In the Casamance region of 
Senegal, attempts to crush a rebel campaign had been 
made more difficult because, according to some reports, 
many of the rebels have been crossing the border into 
The Gambia, taking refuge there. With me this morning 
is the Foreign Minister of The Gambia, Omar Sey. Mr. 
Omar Sey. first of all how has this dispute in the 
Casamance affected The Gambia? 


[Begin recording] [Sey] This unfortunate happening in 
Casamance has led to some people in the Casamance 
fleecing into The Gambia. Some of the Dioula people, 
some other tribes ("cross over) from the Casamance to 
The Gambia, and of course you know the geography of 
the area. It is very close, and the people are the same. On 
both sides of the border you have Dioulas, you have 
Fulas, you have Mandigos. So it has affected all sorts of 
(?tribes). 


[Fyle] So how has the government been tackling this 
problem” 


[Sey] Well we have said on many occasions that we do 
not condone the activities of the rebel movement in the 
Casamance. We have never condoned secessionist activ- 
ities anywhere in Africa, much less in Senegal who 1s a 
good neighbor for many years and therefore we will do 
everything possible from our part to ensure that this 
activity 1s stopped by the Senegalese authorities. 
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[Fyle] But the actual risk is being accused by Senegal of 
actually, perhaps, making their task more difficult in 
harboring rebels, and they are going to turn around and 
say: Well we helped you to crush an insurrection several 
years ago and now you are not helping us. 


[Sey] Yes. Initially there was some degree of misunder- 
standing because there were some allegations by the press, 
as usual, that Gambia was aiding and abetting these rebels 
and that this was straining the relationship between the 
two countrics. But we made it absolutely clear that we had 
no hand in what was going on in the Casamance. We would 
not condone, we would not support it. Gradually, the 
authorities in Senegal and the people who were writing 
about these things got to understand that really we had no 
hand in it and we had no (?say) in it. What actually 
happened was that people ran from the Casamance into 
The Gambia and decided to stay. 


Now, of course, if you have the Senegalese who want 
these people to be repatriated back to the Casamance. 
they would approach us and according to the laws in The 
Gambia, they would apply in the courts for these people 
to be sent back. And this would not be done by The 
Gambian Government; it would be done by the courts. 


[Fyle] There were some reports about arms meant for 
these rebels passing through The Gambia on their way to 
them. Are you aware of them? 


[Sey] Well this is part of the allegations too, that arms 
have been smuggled to these rebels through The Gambia 
and through Guinea- Bissau. This, again, is absolutely 
false. It has been looked into by us, the authorities in The 
Gambia. It has been investigated into and has been 
found to be not true and we have explained it to the 
Senegalese and now we are pleased to report, we are 
pleased to note, that the Senegalese understand and 
believe that this is, in fact, not correct. We will never 
allow any arm to pass through The Gambia to any other 
African country, much less into Senegal. 


As I said at the beginning of this program, we are 
conscious of the fact that it is a rule in each African 
country to respect the [word indistinct] of the territorial 
integrity of the other country and we will abide by this 
(protocol), and as a country we are run by such rules and 
norms of international behavior and we will stick to the 
letter of these rules and norms. 


[Fyle] So judging by what you say, this incident will in no 
way affect the delicate way you and Senegal are trying to 
nurture your relationship. But how far is this relation- 
ship, this new relationship you are forging, going to? | 
mean where would it stop, or will it be to another 
confederation, perhaps a new union? 


[Sey] Well we, both countries, have looked at our rela- 
tionship and we have decided that what we now want is 
a treaty of friendship and cooperation. Within this treaty 
of friendhsip and cooperation, we will have areas where 
we want to cooperate as two independent and sovereign 
countries because there is a realization on both sides that 
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we need to cooperate, we need each other, we need to 
cooperate in various fields—in trade, in transport, in 
security, and in many areas. We, consequently, have met 
and agreed on a treaty of friendship and cooperation, 
and under this treaty, we have identified specific areas of 
cooperation and on each area, we will agree on a protocol 
on how to cooperate in this particular area. This is the 
approach we have agreed upon and it suits both coun- 
tries well and we welcome it. 


[Fyle] No question of ceding sovereignty? 


[Sey] No, no, no! I think both countries have agreed on 
that and are quite happy with the new framework for 
cooperation. 


[Fyle] Mr. Omar Sey, thank you very much. 


[Sey] Thank you very much, too. [end recording] 


Foreign Minister on Economy, Coup Plot Issue 


AB1103101591 London BBC World Service 
in English 0730 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[From the “Saturdays Only” program] 


[Text] In recent months, the mainstays of Gambia’s 
economy, groundnuts and tourism, have suffered twin 
blows. Last November, the agriculture minister warned 
that the agricultural situation was a disaster with yields 
for groundnuts, rice and other grains down by 50 per- 
cent, and in common with other tourist venues in the 
world, Gambia suffered a drop in bookings during the 
Gulf War. because of people’s reluctance to travel 
abroad. Well, Gambia’s foreign minister, Omar Sey, has 
been in London this week. Robin White asked him how 
the country was coping? 


[Begin recording] [Sey] Well, we have had our ups and 
downs as you know. We were involved in this structural 
adjustment program with the IMF and the World Bank. 
We have been making steady progress in the recovery of 
our economy. Unfortunately, we were hard hit by this 
drought or bad season last year but I would say, on the 
whole, we are coping. We are making steady progress and 
we are coping. 


[White] But (?did) you lose half your groundnut crop? 


[Sey] Yes, that is a big blow; that is a big blow, but that 
is not the end of the world. We will see whether we can 
adjust internally with other areas of the economy. 


[White] Where else do you get foreign exchange from if 
you do not get it from groundnuts? I know you get a bit 
from tourism, but where else do you get it from? 


[Sey] We get it from tourism, we get it from trade. There 
is also the fishing industry which is picking up. There is 
also a lot of vegetable growing now in The Gambia which 
is being exported abroad. 


[White] What kind of vegetables? 
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[Sey] Tropical vegetables; fruits and vegetables; tropical 
fruits and vegetables. 


[White] Is this growing alright? 
[Sey] Oh yes. 


[White] Has tourism also been hit because of the Gulf 
crisis? People have stopped traveling suddenly to England. 
Have they also stopped traveling to The Gambia? 


[Sey] Yes, the extent to which the tourism has been hit 
we do not know yet but it is not as bad as the other parts 
of the world. It is only during a specific period of two 
weeks that tourists stopped coming but throughout the 
tourists season, we had the normal number of tourists. 
people who had booked to come. All those people came. 


[White] Do you have enough money coming into The 
Gambia to stave off internal unrest? 


[Sey] Is that what we need to stave off: internal unrest? 


[White] There were reports recently of some kind of 
abortive coup. 


[Sey] These were rumors. We have heard the rumors too. 
[White] These were not true? 

[Sey] No, absolutely. 

[White] Nothing happened at all? 

[Sey] Absolutely nothing. It was all false. 

[White] Was anybody arrested? 

[Sey] Nobody. 

[White] Not even a rumormonger? 


[Sey] Not even a rumormonger. No, because these are 
rumors. Where do you get the rumormonger? You do not 
know who starts rumors but these were just pure wild 
rumors and there is not an iota of truth in these rumors. 


[White] But if your economy is going backward then 
surely there is a chance of unrest. 


[Sey] The economy is not going backward. I told you it ts not 
going backward. I told you we are doing pretty well with our 
restructuring of the economy and we (are registering) some 
growth in the economy. [end recording] 


Ghana 


Rawlings Reportedly Undermining MiFJ Newspaper 


AB0903 172291 London BBC World Service 
in English 1709 GMT 7 Mar 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] In the past eight months, the PNDC [Provisional 
National Defense Council] government in Ghana has 
been coming under increasing pressure for a change 
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leading to a multiparty democracy. Spearheading the 
moves has been the Movement for Freedom and Justice, 
MFJ, and its activities have been getting support in a 
publication called the REVOLUTIONARY BANNER 
which is the mouthpiece of the United Revolutionary 
Front of Ghana, URF, which is based in London. Well 
now the URF claims that Flight Lieutenant Rawlings is 
resorting to dirty tricks to undermine the REVOLU- 
TIONARY BANNER. Barney Mthombothi asked the 
URF chairman, Kwasi Kamasa, what, according to him, 
the government was up to? 


[Kamasa] Pieces of information reaching us are to the 
effect that they are financing a section in London and 
probably another section of Ghanaians who were pre- 
vious members of the United Revolutionary Front in the 
United States to come out with a rival REVOLU- 
TIONARY BANNER as a prelude to removing the 
existing REVOLUTIONARY BANNER published by 
the URF in London from circulation. 


{[Mthombothi] But how do you get this information? 
How did this information reach you, because you are 
here in London and these things are supposedly hap- 
pening in Ghana itself? 


{Kamasa] Actually our source of this information lives in 
London and it is distantly related to one of the security 
bosses in Ghana who unwittingly informed this infor- 
mant of ours and who revealed the information to us as 
well as the source actually. So as at now, we know who 
within the security services has doled the money out, and 
we know at least one of the elements in London who has 
received this. 


{[Mthombothi] But why would the government want to 
do this? Surely they have enough publications to pro- 
mote their ideal. So | mean why should they specifically 
want to target the REVOLUTIONARY BANNER? 


[Kamasa] The REVOLUTIONARY BANNER 1s the 
only publication that carries anti-PNDC information 
and propaganda. It is the only one. All others are shut. In 
fact, the PNDC chairman himself has criticized the 
Ghanaian press for practicing what he referred to as the 
culture of silence, yes sir, yes sir type of journalism. 


[Mthombothi] But | mean the REVOLUTIONARY 
BANNER is based outside so you as an organization 
cannot have any claim to the title within the country 
because it is a publication based outside Ghana itself, 


{Kamasa] On the face of it you may be correct but the 
facts, as they stand, are these: The greater proportion of 
United Revolutionary Front members live in Ghana and 
work in Ghana. The problem is that the conditions in 
Ghana are such that they are under constant surveillance 
and as such cannot publish the organ in Ghana. Should 
they attempt to. they would be immediately clamped 
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down on. That is the only reason why we publish it in 
London where a section of the leadership of the URF 
lives. 


[Mthombothi] And what exactly do you want to do now 
to stop the government from going ahead with what you 
are alledging they are trying to do? 


{[Kamasa] Actually we may not be able to stop the 
government from going ahead with its diabolical plans. 
Our intention is to inform all our readership as well as 
our membership that this is the tactic that the regime has 
now adopted to further its intimidation, |. of the URF 
members and 2. to forestall the intensification of the 
political pressure that is be'r » brought to bear on it. [end 
recording} 


IMF Approves $165 Million Credit for Economy 


AB0803102591 Accra Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 7 Mar 91 


[Text] The International Monetary Fund has announced 
the approval of a $165 million credit package for Ghana 
to support her economic recovery program. This follows 
the successful conclusion of negotiations at the third 
annual review of the enhanced structural adjustment 
fund by a Ghanaian team led by the secretary for finance 
and economic planning, Dr. Kwesi Botchway, in Wash- 
ington last December. 


New Gold Reserves Discovered in Ashanti Mines 


AB0903231091 Paris AFP in English 1351 GMT 
9 Mar 91 


[Text] Accra, March 9 (AFP}—Ghana’s biggest gold- 
mine, Ashanti Goldfields Corp. (AGC) has discovered 
new reserves estimated at more than eight million 
ounces, according to the AGC annual report for !990 
issued here Saturday. The report said plans for a further 
increase in gold production based on these additional 
resources are now being made and are expected to be 
completed by September. AGC, situated at Obuasi 
(about 320 kms north of here, in Central Ghana), has a 
160 square km concession. It is said to be Africa's richest 
gold mine. AGC, owned jointly by Ghana (55 percent) 
and Lonrho (London Rhodesian company, forty-five 
percent), has current reserves estimated at about 22.3 
million ounces. 


Meanwhile, the corporation’s latest newsletter said the 
mine produced 155,600 ounces of gold for the first 
quarter of the 1990/91 production year which started in 
October. This is 12,740 ounces more than its projected 
production target. AGC said the increase in production 
was due to recent expansion of the tailings facilities at 
their Sansu mine. The corporation’s production for 
1989/90 which ended last September was 400,757 
ounces, eighteen per cent more than the previous year. 
Its projections for this production year were twenty-five 
percent more than the 1989/90 figure. 
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Niger 


Saibou Opens CSON Extraordinary Session 8 Mar 


AB0803190091 Niamey Domestic Service 
in French 1200 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] The Higher Council of National Orientation 
[CSON] met this morning in an extraordinary session 
under the chairmanship of General Ali Saibou, the head 
of state. In his opening address, President Ali Saibou 
expressed the importance of this meeting in the political 
life of our couniry: 


[Begin Saibou recording] Ladies and gentlemen and 
CSON members: Our extraordinary meeting today is in 
line with the process introduced into our country to 
consolidate the democratization of Niger. This meeting 
is an important stage for our political movement because 
it consecrates the fundamental reform project that will 
enable the National Movement for the Development 
Society [MNSD] to change into a political party. 


In fact, our country’s political march toward the intro- 
duction of multipartyism is a highly positive step 
because it makes us envisage a healthy and profitable 
(?future) for the people of Niger. It is up to our political 
organization to deepen the internal reform in the polit- 
ical field and thus ensure continuity of action in realizing 
this societal project for Niger and its people. To this end, 
we will examine during our deliberations the practical 
measures taken by the National Executive Bureau for 
holding our movement's extraordinary congress on 12, 
13, 14, and 15 March: the draft fundamental texts of the 
MNSD, which has to change itself into a political 
party—namely, statutes, internal regulations, the action 
program, and the MNSD’s electoral code, as well as the 
general and financial reports of the MNSD directorate. 


As you can see, this is a decisive and definitive meeting 
for the future of ourgolitical formation. The activists are 
expecting a lot from this meeting of the CSON because 
the success of our congress will depend on it. We must 
therefore demonstrate calmness and political foresight in 
our discussions in order to safeguard the confidence that 
the activists have in our movement. 


Consequently, | am appealing to you to bear in mind the 
highest interests of our movement as you examine and 
adopt the draft fundamental texts that are submitted to 
you. Also bear in mind that the future will impose on us 
a competition that is keener than in the past, as we are 
now moving to a pluralistic environment. | hope that our 
deliberations will have results that will respond to our 
activists’ expectations. On this point, | would like to 
declare the CSON extraordinary session open. Thank 
you. [applause] [end recording] 
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Army Pullout From MNSD Announced 


AP0803 192691 Niamey Domestic Service 
in French 1200 GMT 8 Mar 91 


{Statement by Niger Armed Forces Colonel Boubacar 
Toumba, chief of General Staff, to the Higher Council of 
National Orientation, CSON, in Niamey—live] 


[Excerpts] Mr. CSON Chairman and Chairman of the 
National Movement for the Development Society 
[MNSD]; Mr. Speaker of the National Assembly; Mr. 
Prime Minister; Mr. Chairman of the National Develop- 
ment Council; and dear CSON members: It is a great 
honor for me to address this August assembly. | would 
also like to take this opportunity to convey to you the 
sincere thanks of the Niger Armed Forces [FAN], which 
is honorably represented in the CSON. I hope this 
extraordinary meeting will go into the annals of the 
history of our country. [passage omitted] 


Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen and CSON mem- 
bers, today we are experiencing a new political and social 
environment. In fact, as you know, the option for mul- 
tipartyism, which has entailed profound social changes 
in several countries, has not spared Niger. In the new 
political environment taking root, with the advent of 
multipartyism, during which the Army's door has been 
held wide open to multipartyism, the soldiers, contrary 
to the sacrosanct principle which calls for the unity of the 
Armed Forces, must reconsider their position and their 
role. Better still, the present social order was certainly 
born from the willingness of the people, but it was 
encouraged and favored by the clearsightedness of Gen- 
eral Ali Saibou, tiie oresident of the Republic, who is far 
from abandoning ..¢ political field, but is also close to 
the Army. 


That is why, Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, in my 
capacity as the chief of the FAN general staff, | solemnly 
declare that as of today, 8 March 1991, the Army has 
withdrawn from the MNSD, which is today changing 
into a political party. By making this gesture, the FAN 
wants to conserve its nonpolitical nature in the full sense 
of the word according to the provisions of its regulations 
and statutes. The FAN was and is committed to remain 
the Army of the people of Niger and is always ready to 
serve its people in the superior interests of the nation. 
Also, henceforth, it will devote itself, armed with the 
same pride and harmony that it has always displayed, to 
its original and noble mission of defending the integrity 
of the national territory and of maintaining order inside 
the country so that Niger may live in peace and justice 
and in brotherhood and progress. Long live the FAN! 
Long live Niger! Thank you. 


Session Ends, Communique Issued 


AB1103204891 Niamey Domestic Service 
in French 1900 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Communique issued by Higher Council for National 
Orientation following its extraordinary session in 
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Niamey on 9 March 1991; read by Mahamadou Diallo, 
administrative secretary of the National Executive 
Bureau—recorded] 


{Text} The Higher Council for National Orientation, 
CSON, met in Niamey from 8 to 9 March 1991 under the 
chairmanship of His Excellency Brigadier General Ali 
Saibou, chairman of the National Movement for the 
Society of Development [MNSD]. On the agenda was, 
among other things, preparing the extraordinary con- 
gress of the MNSD slated for 12 to 15 March 1991. 


In his opening address, the MNSD chairman stressed the 
decisive and instrumental nature of the current CSON 
extraordinary meeting. He appealed to the CSON mem- 
bers to show political shrewdness so the results of the 
CSON proceedings should comform with the MNSD 
militants’ expectations. 


Furthermore, the CSON members listened to a solemn 
statement by the chief of staff of the Niger Armed 
Forces, FAN, in which he announced FAN’s pullout 
from the MNSD. During the proceedings, the CSON 
examined and adopted the National Executive Bureau 
[BEN] report on the measure adopted for holding the 
MNSD extraordinary congress which is expected to 
endorse its change to a political party. The draft statute, 
rules of procedure, action program, and MNSD electoral 
code are to be submitted to the Congress. 


The CSON examined the preoccupying situation con- 
cerning the country’s schools and university. It deplores 
the vandalism during the February 1991 demonstrations 
and reiterates its appeal for discipline and responsibility 
made on several occasions by the president of the 
Republic to safeguard the gains of the Niger people. 
After recognizing the government's efforts to normalize 
this situation, the CSON invites it to adopt measures to 
reopen the schools and the university as early as possible 
and under the best circumstances to avoid an invalid 
year. 


The CSON’s attention was also drawn to the very 
difficult food situation in the country and the measures 
adopted to cushion its effects. It invites the government 
to pursue adopting appropriate measures for greater 
food security of the Niger people. The CSON thanks 
firendly countries for their food aid to the Niger people. 
It invites the government to adopt appropriate measures 
to ensure the security of people and goods and appeals to 
the people for more vigilance. 


Issued in Niamey on 9 March 1991 
[Signed] The Higher Council for National Orientation 
[applause] 


Saibou Names New Interior Minister Djika 
AB1103155291 Dakar PANA in French 1531 GMT 
11 Mar 91 


[Text] Niamey, 11 Mar (ANP/PANA)—President Ali 
Saibou of Niger named Mr. Abara Djika as interior 
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minister today, according to an informed source in the 
Nigerien capital. Mr. Abara Djika replaces Lieutenant 
Colonel Tandja Mamadou. 


Senegal 


Minister Says Border Incidents ‘Only Skirmishes’ 


ABOS03194891 Dakar PANA in English 1851 GMT 
5 Mar 91 


[Text] Dakar, 5 March (APS-SEN/PANA)—The Sene- 
galese Armed Force’ minister, Medoune Fall, has 
accused unnamed persons of being responsible for the 
mounting border tension between his country and neigh- 
bouring Mauritania. In a Radio Senegal interview 
Tuesday afternoon, Fall said the shooting incidents 
along the Mauritania-Senegal border, which led to sev- 
eral deaths on both sides, were only skirmishes. 


The minister attributed the mounting border tension to 
irresponsible people wishing to undermine the efforts of 
Mali to find a peaceful solution to the crisis between the 
two countries, which erupted in April 1989. These efforts 
had generated a lot of hope and observers had noted an 
improvement in the political climate as was demon- 
strated by the shared willingness by the two governments 
not to over-dramatise the recent incident regarding the 
inspection of Senegalese and Mauritanian fishermen. 


Casamance Attacks Discussed 


AB0603 163991 Dakar Domestic Service 
in French 2000 GMT § Mar 91 


[Passages within quotes recorded] 


[Text] After the latest attack by rebels in Casamance, the 
revival of tension on the border between Senegal and 
Mauritania and the -eturn of the Senegalese contingent 
following the liberation of Kuwait, the Sencgalese Armed 
Forces minister was interviewed by Ndeye Rokhia 
Mbodje. Mr. Medoune Fall speaks here about the latest 
developments in the Zinguinchor region: 


[Fall] “I regret these attacks, all the more because they 
were against civilians and, therefore, against defenseless 
people. When one refers to the Movement of the Dem- 
ocratic Forces of Casamance [MFDC], I think it is not 
fair to generalize. One should refer only to a fraction of 
the MFDC because we have proof of the good will of 
certain activists of this separatist movement, who talk 
with us, and we know that the attacks did not come from 
that side. But we should always initiate dialogue, and we 
hope that we will be able to hold a meeting with all 
parties to put all concerned on the right track.” 


[Mbodje] “Mr. Minister, these attacks were launched 
when Senegal had just published a white paper on 
Casamance.” 


[Fall] “This is just a coincidence. Before we published 
the white paper, other attacks were launched. Let me 
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give you some figures for February: there were 15 
attacks, and we noticed that the center of the attacks ts 
shifting. It is no longer the Zinguinchor region where we 
are experiencing lots of difficulties and where attacks 
have been taking place, but in the Kolda region. Of the 
15 attacks in February, only three took place in the 
Zinguinchor region. The |2 others were perpetrated in 
the Kolda region, which had been one of the most 
peaceful regions. [end recording] 


A second topic that the Armed Forces minister discussed 
related to the incidents that recently took place on the 
border between Senegal and Mauritania:~ 


[Fall] “The word attack is not the right one to use here. 
There was no attack. They were mere skirmishes perpe- 
trated by irresponsible people. But some people have no 
interest im seeing an atmosphere of peace prevail 
between Senegal and Mauritania. We should investigate 
this, too. There are not only people defending an idea or 
a cause, but people who do not want peace between 
Senegal and Mauritania.” 


[Mbodje] “But didn't the Bamako talks bring some 
hope?” 


[Fall] “The Bamako meetings brought some hope and we 
continue to hope, and both sides are cultivating this 
feeling. That is why (incidents) are rapidly resolved 
when they become officially known. Mauritanians 
arraigned some boat owners, about 60 to 70 of them, but 
they were only held 48 hours before being released, and 
they were very well treated on orders from the Maurita- 
nian Government. There is nothing to criticize here. We 
also do the same in similar cases. We always cooperate 
with Mauritania to find the best solution.” 


The war has ended in the Gulf and we can now expect 
our troops back from the region. Let us listen to the 
Armed Forces minister discuss this issue: 


[Fall] “Yes, they will be back very soon since the allied 
forces have decided to very rapidly withdraw the troops 
under their command from the Gulf, and since our 
forces are not that important in number, they will be 
back as soon as the order is given by the allied forces, 
who are the commanding body deciding the date and 
time of pullout for the contingents. If they decide that 
the contingents from Muslim countries should go last, 
then we will have to wait one or two months before 
welcoming our troops home. But after six months, we 
have to replace them with other soldiers. Since we have 
some experience in the matter. it 1s possible that the 
United Nations may call on us to join a United Nations 
force after the war. We will then definitely replace 
them.” 


Foreign Minister on Gulf Role, Relations 


ABO703181691 Paris AFP in French 1342 GM1 
6 Mar 9] 


[Text] Yaounde, 6 Mar (AFP)}—Seydina Oumar Sy, the 
Senegalese minister of foreign affairs, has rejected the 
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critical comments from “some pro-Iraqi circles” saying 
that the armed intervention by Senegal in the Gulf “was 
dictated by material concerns.” Senegal sent a 495-man 
contingent to join the coalition forces when Iraq invaded 
Kuwait. 


In an interview published in the daily CAMEROON 
TRIBUNE, Mr. Oumar Sy says that these critical com- 
ments were “unfair” and added: “Our action in the Gulf 
is explained by our concern to safeguard international 
law and help implement it. We also wanted to show the 
bonds of friendship between our country and Kuwait 
invaded on the one hand, and Saudi Arabia threatened 
on the other hand.” 


“It 1s obvious that our attitude, dictated by these various 
factors, was a good one,” Mr. Sy added, before asking 
“Why should we not benefit from this choice? Why 
should people try to give us a guilty conscience?” Asked 
about the recent clashes between Mauritanians and 
Senegalese nationals at the border between the two 
countries, Mr. Oumar Sy said that he did not have very 
acurate details, but did not believe that the “Senegalese 
Armed Forces were involved.” 


“In any case, | do not believe that our two countries 
nurture any idea of abandoning the policy of dialogue to 
solve this conflict,” he added. “Should peace remain 
precarious, we will seize any opportunity to find a 
political solution to maintain a peaceful atmosphere and 
restore bonds of good neighborliness.” 


Mr. Oumar Sy just ended a visit to Yaounde where he 
attended a meeting of 13 ambassadors accredited to 
sub-Saharan Africa. 


Joint Cooperation Meeting With Portugal Begins 
ABO803122091 Dakar Domestic Service 
in French 2000 GMT 6 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] The Senegalese-Portuguese Joint Commission 
began meeting this morning at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. The opening session was jointly chaired by 
Abdoulai Kamara, permanent undersecretary to the 
minister of culture and communications, and (Jose 
Santos Saga). director of the cultural department of the 
Portuguese Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The permanent 
undersecretary of the minister of culture and communi- 
cations stressed that this meeting marks an important 
step in cooperation between Senegal and Portugal. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


[Begin Kamara recording] Today, we would like to 
define new axes of cooperation that could enable us to 
attain the highest level. It is true that a lot of things have 
been achieved outside the formal framework for cultural 
exchange. I am referring, especially. to the latest exhibi- 
tion on cartography in October 1990 which was a great 
success in Senegal. We would like, however, through the 
adoption of more concrete actions and well planned 
programs, to make this cooperation an exemplary one 
that could lead to establishing fuller relations. We know 
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that our cooperation on the political level 1s progressing 
very well. We would also like our cultural cooperation to 
attain the same level. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


The leader of the Portuguese delegation, (Jose Santos 
Saga). for his part, recalled that the two countries are 
preparing to foster broader cooperation between now 
and 1994. [passage omitted] 


Journalists’ Trade Union Elects Leader 


ABI103132291 Dakar PANA in English 1231 GMT 
11 Mar 91 


[Text] Dakar, 11 March (APS-SEN/PANA)—The trade 
union for Senegai’s information and communication 
professionals has elected a new executive bureau headed 
by Mademba Ndiaye, a journalist with the SENE- 
GALESE NEWS AGENCY (APS). Mademba Ndiaye 
takes over from Abdoulaye Sylla of the weekly SUD 
HEBDO who, after heading the trade union since 1987 
said he was not seeking re-election. 


Speaking shortly after his election, Ndiaye said priority 
would be placed on the immediate and integral imple- 
mentation of the collective convention between his trade 
union and organs which employ information and com- 
munication professionals. Sources close to the meeting, 
which ended Sunday, said the convention has not yet 
been applied by the various Senegalese media organs 
even though it went into effect in January 1991. 


Ndiaye said the two other priorities of his 14-member 
bureau would be the creation of a journalists’ code of 
conduct and the defence of press freedom. 


*Lack of Unity, Goals Hinders Opposition 


91 AFO0683C Dakar WAL FADJIRI in French 
21-28 Dec 90 pp 3, 4 


[Editorial: “Chronic Invalid” } 


[Text] The nine-party framework in its present form has 
been overtaken by political developments. There is no 
doubt about this in the minds of the opposition leaders 
who are currently discussing a restructuring of CON- 
ACPO [National Conference of Opposition Party 
Leaders]. It goes without saying that the constraints now 
weighing on the opposition coalition are not the same as 
those prevailing when that organization for united action 
was created last 24 February [1990]. That is why 
Mamadou Diop Decroix (AJ [AND-JEF/Revolutionary 
Movement for the New Democracy]) said tn a 20 
December meeting with the press at the behest of the 
“group of nine,” that CONACPO “has reached its limits, 
in terms of some of its forms and inadequacies.” 


Some of the numerous inadequacies that have influ- 
enced the development of this structure made up of nine 
opposition parties might seem intolerable—and could be 
responsible for the lassitude noted among militants and 
sympathizers. First of all, there is the absence of any 
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clear policy in the aftermath of 26 November. In sup- 
porting a boycott of the municipal and rural elections, 
CONACPO failed to think through what it would do 
after the elections, aside from analyzing how they were 
conducted. Each party had its own ideas about the 
post-boycott period, but none went beyond claiming 
there was fraud. This situation is responsible for some of 
the frustration seen on 27 November, when many mili- 
tants and sympathizers turning up at the CONACPO 
meeting in hopes of getting directives to revive the 
militancy of February 1988, went home greatly disap- 
pointed. 


The other inadequacy acknowledged by opposition 
leaders has to do with the nature of some of its public 
events. Up to now CONACPO has only organized what 
a colleague calls “coordinated meetings.” This refers to 
the fact that CONACPO’s own views are never 
expressed during these events—only the particular views 
of all the respective parties. The speeches are so repeti- 
tive the audience gets bored. And when the tone grates 
on the nerves of some of the speakers, it is not unusual 
for differences to be aired in public. 


Of course, CONACPO’'s leaders are doubtless aware of 
all this, and that is why discussions are being held to take 
stock of experience to date. Some believe it is essential to 
weld the nine political organizations into a strong new 
party. Others think an organic front responds better to 
the needs of the hour. Supporters of the front idea are 
divided on the question whether to maintain a strength- 
ened collegial leadership or to put all power in the hands 
of a single leader. It seems to us thai the kind of merger 
proposed by Majhmout Diop'’s PAI [African Indepen- 
dence Party] is increasingly losing support, because the 
MSU [Movement for Socialism and Unity], AND-JEF, 
PDS [Senegalese Democratic Party], PLP [People’s Lib- 
eration Party], LD/MPT [Democratic League/ 
Movement for the Labor Party] etc.. prefer a more 
flexible structure that would not bypass certain indis- 
pensable stages. 


To quote Mamadou Diop Decroix, everyone in CON- 
ACPO agrees on one thing: “it is impossible to retreat 
from the point we have now reached.” It is not impos- 
sible, though, to mark time. 


*Students, Labor Not Joining CONACPO 


91 AF0683B Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 
21-28 Dec 90 p 3 


[Article by Abdourahmane Camara: “CONACPO: Strat- 
egies and Obstacles”’] 


[Text] The opposition is getting nowhere in its challenge 
to the regime; it is looking for allies to make it stronger. 
but few listeners are favorably impressed; particularly in 
the autonomous trade unions, which seem not at all 
inclined to make common cause with the politicians in 
their struggle.... 
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Certainly they would have loved to “attack all together” 
to force the resignation of their sworn enemy, Abdou 
Diouf. But this ambition, expressed by the National 
Conference of Opposition Party Leaders (CONACPO) at 
their 17 December meeting, is not shared by the auton- 
omous trade unions. The latter even view CONACPO’s 
support for their strike as a serious impediment they 
would rather do without. In fact, the partnership is 
desired only by the politicians, like Abdoulaye Wade, 
who deplored “the lack of concertation and coordination 
of our struggles.” 


Babacar Niang of the PLP [People’s Liberation Party] 
does a credible job invoking the specter of President 
Diouf’s preparations “for increasing the price of rice, 
sugar, gasoline, and other staples,” but the unions are not 
ready to g0 to Canossa. The obstacles CONACPO has 
met in its efforts to forge a broader unity of patriotic 
forces in the labor movement have to do with the very 
origins of those unions. 


Some of them were born out of the disintegration of the 
original SUDES [United Democratic Trade Union Fed- 
eration of Senegalese Teachers], a breakup that resulted 
from efforts of Marxist splinter groups to militarize the 
teachers’ movement in the face of the execrable condi- 
tions then prevailing. This has not been forgotten at 
SUDES, SAES [Independent Trade Union of TEachers 
in Higher Education] and UDEN [Teachers Democratic 
Union], because those wrenching experiences weakened 
the workers’ struggle for many years and among other 
things led to fragmentation of the labor movement in the 
educational sector. As for the other unions, they did not 
discard the responsible participation of the CNTS 
[National Confederation of Senegalese Workers] only to 
fall under the sway of parties—however patriotic— 
whose interests sometimes diverge from those of the 
unionists. 


But lacking partners in the labor movement, CON- 
ACPO’s efforts in the coming months to organize a 
political strike are certain to fail. If the factories are to be 
shut down and the administration immobilized (or at 
least slowed down), labor must get involved and paralyze 
the apparatus of production. That is why, during the 
meeting last Monday, the PDS [Senegalese Democratic 
Party] leader urged the parties, unions, students, and 
notables to join together to discuss “democratic manage- 
ment of the transition.” 


The trade unions were not alone in balking. The students 
representing CED [Dakar Students Coordination Com- 
mittee], unlike their comrades in the Regional Coordi- 
nating Body of Dakar University Students (CRED), were 
not yet ready to give the opposition leaders a blank 
check. Even though their demands are mutually sup- 
portive and their interests temporarily convergent, the 
rank and file are unwilling to see their movement sub- 
ordinated to any political movement. That their repre- 
sentative to the meeting, Mr. Mbodje, refused to commit 
himself to a partnership with the opposition reflects this 
concern for autonomy, if not independence. 
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So the heads of opposition parties are left now only with 
the popular resistance committees and the CRED. The 
latter’s representative, Cheikh Sow, said his organization 
was “ready to make sacrifices this year” but also willing 
to fight alongside any others prepared to do so. Picking 
up the ball again, Mr. Babacar Niang delivered his 
warning: “if the PS [Socialist Party] people continue to 
organize their gangs of hooligans and send them to beat 
up on students,” let them know they will have to face the 
troops of CONACPO. Amadou Guiro of OST [Workers 
Socialist Organization], doubtless carried away by all the 
emotion, was even more dramatic: “If we have to die, we 
will die with the students.” No doubt about it: the 
students are being assiduously courted. 


CONACPO'’s real tragedy, however, lies in the popular 
resistance committees. Although they have been talked 
about for a year, they are virtually nonexistent. Even in 
the few neighborhoods where they exist they are hollow 
Shells, supplanted now by other—apolitical—youth 
movements. But every time there is an “important” 
Opposition meeting, new directives go out to redynamize 
these committees—despite the fact there is no one out in 
the field to respond to them. In many towns in the 
interior, you will not see a single resistance committee— 
a fact that discourages some party leaders about pros- 
pects for bringing neighborhoods to a standstill if one 
day they should decide to revive their general strike. 


As all CONACPO’s meetings sound the same after 
awhile, the 17 December meeting too was marked by the 
usual critiques, tirades, and declarations of intent about 
closer unity. All the speakers—Mamadou Diop Decroix 
(AJ [AND-JEF/Revolutionary Movement for the New 
Democracy]), Amadou Guiro, Mbaba Guisse (LD/MPT 
[Democratic League/Movement for the Labor Party]}— 
came to the same conclusion: CONACPO must get 
beyond the first stage of unity of action. But both the 
“front” desired by some, and the “unified party” advo- 
cated by others, leave ample room for multiple leader- 
ship within the framework of unity. In reality, none of 
CONACPO’s components is willing to give up the least 
bit of its sovereignty. 


So we see a number of inward-looking tendencies here, 
especially on the part of the PDS. The leader of the 
“SOPI” movement [“SOPI” is a PDS slogan meaning 
““change”’] is still talking about “me” when everyone else 
speaks on behalf of all. PDS is the only member of 
CONACPO so far to have called for a boycott of imposts 
and taxes in reaction to the 26 November elections. It is 
also alone when its leader preaches “civil disobedience” 
and why not “military disobedience.” 


Sierra Leone 


Momoh Returns From Vacation, Appeals for Support 
AB0603 145691 Freetown Domestic Service 
in English 2000 GMT 4 Mar 91 


[Text] The president, Dr. Joseph Saidu Momoh, today 
issued a statement assuring the people of Sierra Leone 
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that he has returned from his medical vacation abroad 
with new determination and vigor to serve the nation for 
its continued development and prosperity. He further 
appealed to the nation for their full support and cooper- 
ation with government efforts towards achieving of 
peace, progress and unity in the country. The president 
thanked the vice president and senior dignitaries and 
officials who had carried out task of governing the state 
during his absence. He also extended special thanks to all 
the citizens, and all those who had showed concern on 
his health and well being. 


150 Troops Return From Duty in Liberia 


ABO903 151591 Paris AFP in English 1505 GMT 
9 Mar 91 


[Text] Freetown, March 9 (AFP)}—An advance party of 
150 Sierra Leone soldiers from a West African peace- 
keeping force in Liberia came home Saturday [9 March] 
to a tumultous welcome here from the Army Wives 
Association and military officials. The soldiers were 
returning after a six-month tour of duty as part of a 
multinational force sent to Monrovia in August in a 
regional bid to impose a ceasefire in a bloody civil war. 
“We lost a couple of our colleagues in the exercise,” one 
of the soldiers said. Several of the men who disembarked 
from two nava! vessels here had limps they attributed to 
mine holes in Monrovia, but all looked otherwise 
healthy. The troops expressed relief to be home and said 
that one of the hardships of their mission in the Liberian 
capital—“*worse” than the Gulf war, one considered— 
was not knowing who the enemy was. 


Officials refused to detail casualties, though the com- 
mander of the force told NEW CITIZEN weekly that 
“not more than one soldier was missing in action” while 
“the fate of one soldier who strayed into (rebel leader) 
Charles Taylor's territory is yet to be determined.” Mr. 
Taylor, whose rebels hold most of Liberia, strongly 
opposed intervention by the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS) as interference in the 
nation’s internal affairs. 


Defense Ministry sources said about 200 more Sierra 
Leone soldiers are to leave for Monrovia on Wednesday 
to join 150 who had gone on Monday. The tota! number 
is lower than the 377 despatched last year. Liberia’s rival 
rebel leaders and representatives of the country’s polit- 
ical parties and other groups are due to meet at a 
national conference in Monrovia next week, as a step on 
the way to general elections later this year. 


Sierra Leone authorities, apparently anxious to defuse 
whatever opposition remains over the country’s involve- 
ment, had for days carried the announcement of the 
contingent’s arrival on top radio slot appealing for a huge 
turnout by the public. Army Chief Major-General 
Mohamed Tarawalli, who addressed the troops after a 
salute-taking ceremony by President Joseph Momoh, 
commended the men for their “courage and valour.” 
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Liberian refugees held banners, including one which 
read “Hang Charles Taylor for his atrocities: while 
another called the leader of National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia “The Saddam Husayn of Liberia and infidel!” 
Loudspeakers blared military music while native dancers 
girated to local songs. One returning soldier said: 
“Liberians should by now know that we cannot go on 
sacrificing our lives for them while they fiddle.” 


“It is a relief to be back and with the family. We were as 
tense as if we were serving in the Gulf but it was worse. 
as you don’t know the real enemy. | hope ECOMOG 
[ECOWAS Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] (the peace- 
keeping force) succeeds. The March 15 conference will 
be the decisive factor.” 


On Monrovia, an officer said: “There is still tension 
everywhere. The absence of water and intermittent 
power cuts are still the order of the day. The warring 
parties are not helping the situation. One day they talk o* 
peace, the next they are at each others’ throats.” 


French Firms To Automate Telecommunication Center 


AB1103201891 Freetown Domestic Service 
in English 2000 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] The International Telecommunications 
Center, SLITC, is to go automit.c shortly. The commer- 
cial counsellor of the French Embassy, (Mr. Jean-Maries 
Cot), said in an interview with SLENA [SIERRA 
LEONE NEWS AGENCY]. (Mr. Cot), who was speaking 
on commercial links between Sierra Leone and France. 
said that the automation of the center will cor. about 1.5 
million francs. He said they are now looking fo~ funds for 
the project which, when accomplished, wil) enhance 
(?commerce) with Europe. The commercial counsellor 
said that the automation project of the telephone center 
was one of a number of new areas of development 
French companies will embark on in this country. [pas- 
Sage Omitted] 
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British Airways To End Freetown, Banjul Flights 


ABO0903231891 Paris AFP in English 2046 GMT 
Y Mar ¥!l 


[Text] Freetown, March 9 (AFP)}—British Airways [BA] 
is to end its twice-weekly flight to Freetown and The 
Gambia on May 19, a release from the local office of the 
airline said Saturday. The BA General Manager John 
Hanlon said in the release that the closure “is a regret- 
table but invevitable consequence of worsening econo- 
mies on the route. The effect of on-going recession and 
the impact of the Gulf war on the air transport industry 
have been severe.” 


Mr. Hatton said “against the background of the severe 
downturn in many markets, British Airways has already 
undertaken a series of cost-cutting moves, including 
reduction of staff and withdrawal from loss-making 
activities to no avail.” Observers say that the British 
Airways decision is bound to have a resounding effect. 


In January, BA threatened to close its office in Freetown 
if “over 200 million Leons (one million dollars) tied up 
at the country’s central bank are not converted to foreign 
exchange for repatriation to London.” The airline exec- 
utive said “the service from Banjul and Freetown ts 
norma'ly linked with Monrovia” and that “the loss of the 
Monrovia market due to the civil war seriously affected 
the company. ” 


Mr. Hanlon also blamed “the increasing number of 
holiday charter flights to The Gambia”, which he said 
“have taken traffic from the scheduled service. Cur- 
rently, 69 percent of all passengers travel to and from 
Banjul on charters.” He said the governments of Sierra 
Leone and The Gambia have already been informed 
about the airline’s decision, adding that “we are con- 
scious of the long-standing relationship which British 
Airways and its predecessor companies, British Cale- 
donian and British United Airways, have enjoyed with 
both Sierra Leone and The Gambia.” Mr. Hanlon said 
that the “20 staff in Banjul and the Freetown office 
affected by the closure will receive their due renumera- 
tion.” 
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